Kansas has Respons1b1y Handled 1ts Budget CITISIS

by Mark Parkinson,Governor
July 6,2010

I'm proud of'how we have hdndled itie budget crisis in
Kansas, Wthe many ‘other states-are just now making”

-~ the tough dec1smns {6 balance their next year’s budget,
in Kapsas we have already done 50. 1 wanted to wrlte
abdut how we've been able'to do thxs

Pirel uotant to wiite about the challenve that State »
goverhnient has faced in the recession, because 1 know
it is nothing, compared to what Kansas families and
L busitiesses have had to. endure. Lost jobs; lost savings,

lost businesses 'md sometimes; lost hope, are:found all
too often’across the state. I'm very aware of. thm and
praymu for those who are facing difficult econonnc
tlmes

~ Butthe job ofthe Govemor is to balance the lmdvet
- and my goal was to develop.a'plan that would work’ for
the next five years., Provided that we have nonmal
econamic growth, we've been succossfu] n meetmg
jthat 0oal S

, Obvmus]y, my prefel onee wouldhave been. to 50 ve the :
entne shortfall with clits. No oné-wants to ralse taxes

L ‘I view thlS asa smmﬁczmt compe‘uhve advantage ove;

" 1many states. While they.are still in gndlock or cuttm
o weprotected what'we have buﬂt up: and are’ movmo‘ L
'..frorwardtothe futlne PSRN

- The Touqu Deczszans 4v01ded a Fi mancral C‘atasn‘ophe '

T here are some who argue that our $1. bﬂhm )
cuts weut too. far and others who believe that o f$300
_ imillion one- -cent sales tax was UNNECESSHTY; Whiat those —’j
- eritics fail to real ize is that the cost-of doing noth ing, of
" delaying the tout,h dectslons into the f’uture would be
niuch worse. : e

Mlany other states in the country have delayed these ‘
;pamfu] decisions and are just how starting to pay: the -
price. Illinois is just one example A J uly 2, 2010 New
York Tlmes article e;\pkuns L

Even by the tandar ds of thls def“ clt-r1dden stﬂte
1llinois’s comptrollex Damel W Hynes, faces an u-ﬂy
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“balance $heet.. Precis’elv how ugly becomes clear when
he beckonsyou into his oﬁlce to examine his dm]y
briefing memo,

. He picks the papers off his desk and pomts toa f‘wure
inred: $5.01 billion. : :

Y [hrs is what the state owes right now to schocﬁs, ,
rehabilitation centers, child car g, the state’ ,
umversn_v—and it's:getting worse évery single day.
This is not some esoteric budget issue; weare'not .

- paying bll]s for abf;olutely essential services, That is
obscene.”

Um‘m"tumtelvi I]]mols is not alone; Last week I spent
) time wﬁh the Governors from New York, Mnhlgan, :
B Washmomn Maryland, and Pennsylvania. The Stories

* public safety will llkely be cut sever e])

. “Biggesli Jobs Bill I Cait Remember

In addition to How we handled the budget situation,
what makes me most proud of'the legislature is that we
not only protected what oin ancestors had built, but we
passed legislation that moves.us into the future. The

‘were-all the'same - their budgets are out of balance and -
essential services of state government like schools and

’ When yout look at.the devastanon these states wm f'xce
and what Kansas could have faced, our décision to
make deep cuts early and then modest reveinue -
enhancements, appear to be: good decisions. -

 In'the meantime let’s celébrate a legislative session

*. ‘ghead of time, - e AT

most significant was the | passage of a transportatxon

plan that will build roads, maintain existing roads, work

on railroad lines and airports all over the state: Not only
will this create tens of thousands of jobs during the
construction-phases, it will créate’enduring economic
develnpment once the’ prOjeCtS are complete

And }ust to top it off we also passed ]emslatlon that
created a statewide: pubhc smoking ban, passed abill -

that takes the first step in expandmw insurance cover: aoe ‘
to include autism; and ended a dlsputc that will result in-
nirsing homes.across the state recewmU addltlondl S
federal fundmc LT

Tt was a great session:. As you Iewrn about tln. mcredxblev B

‘struggles that most other states are having, Thopeyon = =~

take pride that in Kansas we have solved our budget
challenge, The solution, however, is fragile: Under any’
scenario we tiéed the economiy to grow. Without growth
even the best lal.d plans simply won't-work. In the
meantime: let’s celebrate a legislative session w:hjére
Republicans and Demoicrats came together; solvéd *

some difficult problems 'md actually ﬁmshed ahead of 2
time.

where Republicans and Democrats came together,
solved some difficult probloms and 'u:tually ﬁnmhed o
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