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By By Chrla Moon
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The Laglslatues adjourned 1ts 2006 sestion Wednesday night, leaving town with a large school funding
plan but a slate of oxpeoted budget problems on the horizon,

" “The gg-day affalr started und ended with bipartisen
» gestures - and had a few parilsan moments o
batween,

Leglslative leaders gave themaelves high murks, They helped-usher through & multiyear sohoo) funding
bill ihat they hope will satlsfy Kansns Supreme Court demunds for addltiona} educstion funding,

"t think the peopla of Knnsas were well-served,” sald House Spesker Doug Mayx, R-Topekas, who
isavelled out the last of four sessions ng leader of the Hiuse,

In lasterninute action, lawmukens passed & highly touted-tax cut on business muchinery and equipment
aud sext Gov, Katblean Sebeliusa bl that would veform campalin finatce laws, Lawmukars also passed
major leglslntlon boouting penalties for sexid offenders and a bill that allows Kangans 10 earry
concenlad weapons,

5

i

Tha Legislature also put one more stake in the heart of caslng gambling in Kaikas and vebuffed attempta
to repeni a law that provides more sffordable tuition rates to Mlegal immigrants,

But school funding way the talk of the Statehouse i the sesalon’s last day,

Authony 8, Busti/The Capital-Journal ' ﬂt‘ S'thWdﬁrl» ‘

Fromt hor Staiehouse office, Gov, Kathleen Sebelius talks Wednesday nbout what the Legislature K 31st Annual ERC |
accomplished this sesalon, She sald she will sign a $541 miltlon school finauca bill, .1 . Designers’ Showhouse 3
Click hiers 1o cheek for reprint availability, } . .

Tawmakers remaln under a Kansss Supreme Court mandate to Increass what they spend on the state's B NOW 'hm Ugh May ’5

etementary und secondary schools, The Legislature made its effort to comply late Tussdsy when the
House and Jenats approved a three-year, $541 milon schools plan,

The plan was eriticized lightly even by it supporiers, But Sobeltus said Wednesday she would #ign the 3
bill, which adda large amounts of new mongy to programs for students in poverty, :
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Al {n all, the 2006 sesslon will go dawn na g victory for schaola,” Sebelius said during a sesslon-ending -,"’ Follow slgns from 415t & Wanamaker ,(

news confarance, "That’s probably the most significant statement the Legislature hins over made, in = é

history, about our willingness to close that learning gap.” ‘i A project supporting & B g
] ERCResource & Referrat V , S
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By Wedneaday, the seaslon scemed to have Iooped around back 1o where It started In January when i www.arcraferarg

lawmakors began 2006 with a leglstative study that suggested at Jeast » 4399 millfon increase in public jm%%ﬁ&ﬁ%@lﬁ@%mﬁﬁmﬁ

school spending,

Early on, legislative leaders from both partiea pledged to work toward passing a bipartisan, multiyear

schoal funding plan,

But as the cost of such proposals wers projected several yoars into the futare, the state's budget picture
soured, Muny Republicany, especially conservatives, began reslsting pasaags of large school funding
plans,

In fact, the school finance hill that will become law, which is similar to many others contemplated by
lawmakery during the session, is projectud 10 leave the atate with o $42a milllon budget deficit by mid-
2008,

http://cjonline.com/stories/051 106/leg_done.shtm] S/1172011
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Bl by Tuesday, a mix of Democrnts and moderate and conservative Rupublicuns voted ta approve the
bill =« elting practicatity nnd downplaying the fiseul concerns,

"The group was led by Mays and Houss Minority Leader Dennis MeKinney, D-Gresnsburg, who spent
mich of the sesston on opposite sides on schools

"Sometines In the sessjon, everyons needs to voice thelr views, and it tnkes time o converga on un
ngrugmant,” MeXinney said, "No one came out losars,”

Scbellua’ signature would send the bill back Into the court systom whare attorneys for two Kansas schog]
dlstricts are expected to argue the plan doesn't muet the Loglslature's constitutional duty to fund publle
schiools, Attornays for the state will argue the opposite.

Lawmakers apent amch of Wednesday spectilating on what the court would do.
"I hope they woulda't do anything that would cause u speotal seasion, Mayy sald,
Tax cuts

Meanwhlle, the Laglslature finished its seasion by possing a bill that would ellminate property taxes on
new business maehinery and syulpment,

Lawmukers rejected tha notlon it was rreaponsible.to reduce reventeg — by un vstimated $1a3 million
aver thrce yoard - in the face of « budget deflat, 'The measure pasded 28-11 in the Senate and 109-10 In
the Houss,

"[¥'4 the one thing we can do 1o stinulate caphial Investors,” sald Repi Tom Thull, D-North Newton, "If i
means new factlities; new employees — if it just meany survival - any one of those would ba a benafit to
our Kansasg communities,”

Some voted against the bill, which was proposed by Sebuilus, beeause of its potentialimpact on local
government, The bill lags out  plan by which the state would reimburse counties for tax revenus lost
undor the fax cuty

Hut some said thoss relmbursemeiits werea't enough,

"Peaple I represant have ilitle to galn by this endeavos,” sald Senate Majority Leader Derek Schmidt, R
Independenca, who voted "no"

Wing and Jossas.

On the last vote of the zession, the House struggled to pass the state's final budget for the fiseal year that
starts July 1, Most Demoeruts apposed the speniding package - which funds governmant agencies;
Wghway programs and schools - saying Republicana {gnored thelr pleas to include more money for
health care programa.

"It was thelr budgot. ‘They had to pase it,* Thulf said,
The bill initfally looked as if 1t would fail, but garnered Just enough support for prssage, 65-49,

Barring highewthan-expected revenue colloctiona, the budget s projected 1o leave the stute facing &
deftelt in 2008,

Sebeliua and others had hoped the Loglalature would P2 a bill to expand casino gnmbling in Kansas to
Iy to stave off a budget deficit, But an 1athehour procedural vote in the House to bring gambiing to a
debute tailed Wednesdny 7a-44,

Meanwhlle, Domocrats lamented the Legialature didn't do more to oddresa the rising cost of health care,

Subelius liud recommended bolstering n program that helps small busineases provide health insurance
ta thelr employees and offer health eare to alf children i Kansas under age s,

"It's not really about spending money, It's about choices made,” Sebeliug said,

The Loglslatnre also didn't resolve a bill that would have restricted the funeral protesta of Topeks's
Westhoro Baptist Church, The Houss and Sunats couldn't agree whethes to exempt public aress to
protect the state from a fres apeech lawsuit,

Pustor Fred Phelpa has been traveling the country duving tha past yenr to hold anv-gay plokets at the
funerals.of slain U.8, soldiers.

Congreas on Tuesday pussed a bill to prohibit protestera from disrupting funeral sevvices at naitonal
cemotories,

"I find it a little ivonic that nationally, they can come together on a bill and we can't mobilize the kind of
will In Kansas to make  shmilar statement,” Sebelius said, "Picketing funerals of soldicrs is despicable,”

Mays agreed: "I'm disappointed we weren't ablo to pasa something with any testh,”
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SENATTE ROLL CALL
The Yenuta voted 28+ 11 to approve u bill that would ellminute taxes on naw business machinery pnd
x{wipment,

Voting yeat Allen, Apple, Barnett, Barons, Brownles, Bruce, Donovan, Emler, Pranclseo, Huelslkamp,
fordun, Journey, Kelly, McGinn, Morrls, O'Connor, Qstmeyer, Palmer, Petersen, Piue, Pyle, Vic
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