school term due to hazardous driving conditions. If the
number of days or hours schools remain closed due to
hazardous driving conditions exceeds the number of days
or hours scheduled by the board to compensate for such
school days or school hours, the excess number of days
or hours, not to exceed whichever is the lesser of (1) the
number of compensatory days or hours scheduled by the
board or (2) five days or the number of school hours
regularly scheduled in five days, that schools remain
closed due to such conditions shall be considered school
days or school hours.

(f) The state board of education may waive the
requirements of law relating to the duration of the school
term upon application for such waiver by a school
district. Such waiver may be granted by the state board
of education upon: (1) Certification by a board that, due
to the persistence of inclement weather, hazardous
driving conditions have existed in the school district for
an inordinate period of time; and (2) a determination by
the state board that the school district cannot reasonably
adjust its schedule to comply with statutory
requirements. Such waiver shall not exempt a school
district from providing a school offering for each pupil
which is substantially equivalent to that required by law.

(g) Time reserved for parent-teacher conferences for
discussions on the progress of pupils may be considered
part of the school term.

(h) Time reserved for staff development or inservice
training programs for the purpose of improving staff
skills, developing competency in new or highly
specialized fields, improving instructional techniques, or
curriculum planning and study may be considered part of
the school term for an aggregate amount of time equal to
the amount of time in excess of the school term which is
scheduled by a board of education for similar activities.

(1) Boards of education may employ noncertificated
personnel to supervise pupils for noninstructional
activities.

HISTORY: L. 1876, ch. 122, art. 5, § 2; R.S. 1923,
72-1106; L. 1943, ch. 248, § 38; L. 1957, ch. 384, § 1; L.
1969, ch. 314,§ 1; L. 1975, ch. 366, § 1; L. 1975, ch.
367,§ 1; L. 1976, ch. 309, § 1; L. 1977, ch. 243, § 1; L.
1978, ch. 288,§ 1; L. 1979, ch. 221, § 8; L. 1980, ch.
217, § 1, L. 1982, ch. 293, § 1; L. 1984, ch. 261, § 6; L.
1984, ch. 262,§ 2; L. 1991, ch. 220, § 1; L. 1991, ch.
219, § 1; L. 1992, ch. 280, § 40; L. 2001, ch. 215, § 11;
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72-1111. Compulsory school
attendance; exemptions.

(a) Subject to the other provisions of this section,
every parent or person acting as parent in the state of
Kansas, who has control over or charge of any child who
has reached the age of seven years and is under the age
of 18 years and has not attained a high school diploma or
a general educational development (GED) credential,
shall require such child to be regularly enrolled in and
attend continuously each school year (1) a public school
for the duration of the school term provided for in K.S.A.

72-1106, and amendments thereto, or (2) a private,
denominational or parochial school taught by a
competent instructor for a period of time which 1s
substantially equivalent to the period of time public
school is maintained in the school district in which the
private, denominational or parochial school is located. If
the child is 16 or 17 years of age, the parent or person
acting as parent, by written consent, or the court,
pursuant to a court order, may allow the child to be
exempt from the compulsory attendance requirements of
this section.

(b) If the child is 16 or 17 years of age, the child
shall be exempt from the compulsory attendance
requirements of this section if: (1) The child is regularly
enrolled in and attending a program recognized by the
local board of education as an approved alternative
educational program; (2) the child and the parent or
person acting as parent attend a final counseling session
conducted by the school during which a disclaimer to
encourage the child to remain in school or to pursue
educational alternatives is presented to and signed by the
child and the parent or person acting as parent. The
disclaimer shall include information regarding the
academic skills that the child has not yet achieved, the
difference in future earning power between a high school
graduate and a high school drop out, and a listing of
educational alternatives that are available for the child;
or (3) the child is regularly enrolled in a school as
required by subsection (a) and is concurrently enrolled in
a postsecondary educational institution, as defined by
K.S.A. 74-3201b, and amendments thereto. The
provisions of this clause (3) shall be applicable to
children from and after July 1, 1997 and shall relate back
to such date.

(c¢) Any child who is under the age of seven years,
but who is enrolled in school, is subject to the
compulsory attendance requirements of this section. Any
such child may be withdrawn from enrollment in school
at any time by a parent or person acting as parent of the
child and thereupon the child shall be exempt from the
compulsory attendance requirements of this section until
the child reaches the age of seven years or is re-enrolled
in school.

(d) Any child who is determined to be an
exceptional child, except for an exceptional child who is
determined to be a gifted child, under the provisions of
the special education for exceptional children act is
subject to the compulsory attendance requirements of
such act and is exempt from the compulsory attendance
requirements of this section.

(e) Any child who has been admitted to, and is
attending, the Kansas academy of mathematics and
science, as provided in K.S.A. 72-9711 et seq., and
amendments thereto, is exempt from the compulsory
attendance requirements of this section.

(f) No child attending public school in this state
shall be required to participate in any activity which is
contrary to the religious teachings of the child if a
written statement signed by one of the parents or a
person acting as parent of the child is filed with the
proper authorities of the school attended requesting that
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