CHAPTER 72. SCHOOLS
ARTICLE 11. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE,
CURRICULUM AND ACCREDITATION

72-1101 Required subjects in
elementary schools.

Every accredited elementary school shall teach reading,
writing, arithmetic, geography, spelling, English
grammar and composition, history of the United States
and of the state of Kansas, civil government and the
duties of citizenship, health and hygiene, together with
such other subjects as the state board may determine.
The state board shall be responsible for the selection of
subject matter within the several fields of instruction and
for its organization into courses of study and instruction
for the guidance of teachers, principals and
superintendents.

HISTORY: R.S.1923,72-1101; L. 1943, ch. 248, §
37; L. 1945, ch. 282, § 57; L. 1968, ch. 20, § 1; L. 1972,
ch. 253,§ 1; L. 1979, ch. 220, § 11; July 1.

72-1103. Required courses of
instruction; graduation
requirements.

All accredited schools, public, private or parochial,
shall provide and give a complete course of instruction to
all pupils, in civil government, and United States history,
and in patriotism and the duties of a citizen, suitable to
the elementary grades; in addition thereto, all accredited
high schools, public, private or parochial, shall give a
course of instruction concerning the government and
institutions of the United States, and particularly of the
constitution of the United States; and no student who has
not taken and satistactorily passed such course shall be
certitied as having completed the course requirements
necessary for graduation from high school.

HISTORY: L. 1919, ch. 257, § 2; R.S. 1923, 72-1103;
L. 1925, ch. 224, § 1; L. 1968, ch. 20, § 2; L. 1984, ch.
261, 8§ 5; July 1.

72-1106. School term; exceptions;
conditions; employment of
noncertificated personnel.

(a) Subject to the other provisions of this section, a
school term during which public school shall be
maintained in each school year by each school district
organized under the laws of this state shall consist of not
less than 186 school days for pupils attending
kindergarten or any of the grades one through 11 and not
less than 181 school days for pupils attending grade 12.

(b) Subject to a policy developed and adopted by the
board of any school district, the board may provide for a
school term consisting of school hours. A school term
provided for in a policy adopted under this subsection

shall consist of: (1) For pupils attending kindergarten,
not less than 465 school hours in each school year; and
(2) for pupils attending any of the grades one through 11,
not less than 1,116 school hours in each school year; and
(3) for pupils attending grade 12, not less than 1,086
school hours in each school year. Each board of
education which develops and adopts a policy providing
for a school term in accordance with this subsection shall
notify the state board of education thereof on or before
September 15 in each school year for which the policy is
to be in effect.

(c) Subject to a plan developed and adopted by the
board of any school district, the board may schedule the
school days required for a school term provided for
under subsection (a), or the school hours required for a
school term provided for in a policy adopted under
subsection (b), on a trimestral or quarterly basis. Each
board of education which develops and adopts a plan
providing for the scheduling of the school days or school
hours of the school term on a trimestral or quarterly basis
shall submit the plan to the state board of education for
approval prior to implementation. The plan shall be
prepared in such form and manner as the state board
shall require and shall be submitted at a time or times to
be determined and specified by the state board.

(d) Subject to a policy developed and adopted by the
board of any district as an adjunct to the district's
disciplinary policy or as a part of the district's school
improvement plan, the board may schedule school days
in addition to the school days scheduled for a school
term provided for under subsection (a), or school hours
in addition to the school hours scheduled for a school
term provided for in a policy adopted under subsection
(b), or both such additional school days and school hours
for pupils who are in need of remedial education or who
are subject to disciplinary measures imposed under the
district's disciplinary policy. Any school day or school
hour scheduled for a pupil under a policy adopted under
this subsection may be scheduled on weekends, before or
after regular school hours, and during the summer
months. Inexcusable absence from school on any school
day or during any school hour by any pupil for whom
additional school days or school hours have been
scheduled under a policy adopted under this subsection
shall be counted as an inexcusable absence from school
for the purposes of K.S.A. 72-1113, and amendments
thereto.

(e) If the board of any school district, or its
designee, shall determine that inclement weather will
cause hazardous driving conditions, the board, or its
designee, may close any or all of the schools within the
district. The amount of time pupils have been in
attendance when such determination is made shall be
considered a school day of a school term or shall be
considered the number of school hours for pupils to be in
attendance at school in a day, whichever is applicable.
Consonant with the other provisions of this section, a
board may schedule any number of days or hours in
excess of the regularly scheduled school days or school
hours which the board determines will be necessary to
compensate for those school days or school hours that
schools of the district will remain closed during the
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