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Introduction 

The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & LIteracy In 
Hlstory/Sodal Studies, Science. and Technical Subjects ("the Standards~) are 
the culmination of an extended. broad·based effort to fulfill the charge Issued 
by the states to create the next generation of K~12 standards In order to help 
ensure that ali students ate college and career ready In literacy no later than the 
end of high school. 

The present work. led by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) 
and the National Governors AssociatIon (NGA), builds on the foundation laid by 
states In their decades-long work on crafting high-quality educat/on standards. 
The Standards also draw on the most Important International models as well 
as research and Input from numerous sources, Including state departments 
of education, scholars, assessment developers, professional organizations, 
educators from kindergarten through college, and parents, students, and other 
members of the public. In their design and content, refined through successive 
drafts and numerouS rounds of feedback, the Standards represent a synthesis of 
the best elements of standards-related work to date and an Important advance 
over that previous work. 

As specified by CCSSO and NGA, the standards are (1) research and evidence 
based, (2) aligned with college and work expectatlons, (3) rigorous, and 
(4) Internationally benchmarked. A particular standard was Included in the 
document only when the best available evidence indicated that Its mastery was 
essential for college and career readiness in a twenty-first-century, globally 
competitive society. The Standards are Intended to be a living work: as new and 
better evidence emerges, the Standards will be revised accordingly. 

The Standards are an extension of a prior Initiative led by CCSSO and NGA to 
develop College and Career Readiness (CCR) standards In reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language as well as in mathematics. The CCR Reading, 
Writing, and Speaking and Listening Standards, released in draft form In 
September 2009, serve, in revised form, as the backbone for the present 
document. Gradc-speciflc K-12 standards in reading, writing, speaking. listening, 
alld language translate the broad (and, for the earliest grades, seemingly 
distant) aims of the CCR standards into age- and attainment-appropriate terms, 

Key Design Considerations 

CCR and grade-specific standards 

The CCR standards anchor the document and define general. cross-disciplinary 
literacy expectations that must be met for students to be prepared to 
enter college and workforce traIning programs ready to succeed, The K-12 
grade·speciflc standards define end-or-year expectations and a cumulative 
progreSSion designed to enable students to meet college and career readiness 
expectations no later than the end of high school. The CCR and high school 
(grades 9-12) standards work In tandem to define the college and career 
readiness line-the former providing broad standardS, the latter provIding 
addItional specificity. Hence, both should be considered when developing 
col/ege and career readiness assessments. 

Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade
specific standards, retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered 
in preceding grades. and work steadily toward meeting the more general 
expectations described by the CCR standards. 

Grade levels for K-S; grade bands for 9-10 and 11-12 

The standards use Individual grade levels in kIndergarten through grade 8 to 
provide useful specificity; the Standards use two-year bands In grades 9-12 to 
allow schools, districts. and states flexibility in high school course deSign, 

A focus on results rather than means 

By emphasizing required achievements, the Standards leave room for teachers, 
curriculum developers, and states to determine how those goals should be 
reached and what additional topics should be addressed, Thus, the Standards 
do not mandate such things as a particular writing process or the full range of 
metacognitive strategies that students may need to monitor and direct their 
thinking and learn1ng. Teachers are thus free to provide students with whatever 
tools and knowledge their professional Judgment and experience identify as 
most helpful for meeting the goals set out In the Standards. 

An Integrated model of literacy 

Although the Standards are divided Into Reading, Writing, Speaking and 
Listening, and language strands for conceptual claritY, the processes of 
communication are closely connected, as reflected throughout thIs document. 

z For example, Writing standard 9 requIres that students be able to write 
a about what they read. Likewise, Speaking and Listening standard 4 sets the 
Ei expectation that students will share findings from their research. 
=> o g 
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The Standards set reqUirements not only (or English language arts (ELA) 
but also for literacy In history/social studies. science, and technical subjects. 
Just as students must learn to read, write. speak, listen, and use language 
effectively in a variety of content areas, so too must the Standards specify 
the literacy skills and understandings required for college and career 
readiness in multiple disciplines. Literacy standards for grade 6 and above 
are predicated on teachers of ELA, history/social studies, science, and 
technical subjects using their content area expertise to help students meet 
the particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language 
In their respective fields. It Is Important to note that the 6-12 Hteracy 
standards In history/social studies. science, and technical subjects are not 
meant to rep/ace content standards In those areas but rather to supplement 
them. States may Incorporate these standards into their standards for those 
sublects or adopt them as content area literacy standards. 

As a natural outgrowth of meeting the charge to define college and career 
readiness, the Standards also layout a vision of what it means to be a literate 
person In the twenty-first century. Indeed, the skills and understandings 
students are expected to demonstrate have wIde applicabillty outside the 
classroom or workplace. Students who meet the Standards readily undertake 
the close, attentive reading that Is at the heart of understanding and enjoyIng 
complex works of literature, They habltualJy perform the crItical reading 
necessary to pick carefully through the staggering amount of information 
available today 1n print and digitally. They actiVely seek the wide, deep, and 
thoughtful engagement with hIgh-quality literary and informational texts 
that builds knowledge, enlarges experience, and broadens worldviews. 
They reflexively demonstrate the cogent reasoning and use of evIdence 
that is essential to both prIvate deliberation and responsIble citizenship in a 
democratic republic. In short, students who meet the Standards develop the 
skills In reading, writing, speaking, and I1stening that are the foundation for any 
creatiVe and purposeful expression In language. 

June 2. 2010 

Research and media skl/ls blended into the Standards as a whole 

To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in a technological SOCiety, 
students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and 
report on Information and Ideas, to conduct original research In order to answer 
qllestions or solve problems. and to analyze and create a high volume and 
extensive range of print and nonprint texts In media forms old and new. The 
need to conduct research and to produce and consume medIa Is embedded 
Into every aspect of today's curriculum. In like fashion, research and media 
skills and understandings are embedded throughout the Standards rather than 
treated In a separate section, 

Shared responsibl/lty for students' literacy development 

The Standards Insist that Instruction in reading, writing, speaking, listening, . 
and language be a shared responsibility within the school. The K-S standards 
include expectations for reading, writing. speaking, listening, and language 
applicable to a range of subjects, including but not limited to ELA. The grades 
6-12 standards are divided Into two sections, one for ElA and the other for 
history/social studies. science, and technical subjects. This division reflects the 
unique, time-honored place of ELA teachers In developing students· literacy 
skills while at the same time recognizing that teachers In other areas must have 
a role in thIs development as well. 

Part of the motivation behind the interdisciplinary approach to literacy 
promulgated by the Standards Is extensive research establishing the need 
for college and career ready students to be proficient In reading complex 
Informational text Independently In a variety of content areas. Most of the 
required reading In college and workforce training programs is informational 
in structure and challenging in content; postsecondary education programs 
typically provide students with both a higher volume of such reading than Is 
generally required In K-12 schools and comparatively little scaffolding, 

The Standards are not alone in calUng for a special emphasis on informational 
text. The 2009 reading framework of the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) requIres a high and Increasing proportion of Informational text 
on Its assessment as stUdents advance through the grades. 
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Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages by Grade In Distribution of Communicative Purposes by Grade 
the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework In the 2011 NAEP Writing Framework 

The Standards aim to align instruction with this framework so that many more 
students than at present can meet the requirements of college and career 
readiness. In KHS, the Standards follow NAEP's lead in balancIng the reading 
of literature with the reading of Informational texts, indudlng texts in history/ 
social studies, science, and technical subjects. In accord with NAEP's growing 
emphasis on informational texts in the higher grades, the Standards demand 
that a significant amount of reading of informational texts take place in and 
outside the ELA classroom. FulflHlng the Standards for 6-12 ELA requires 
much greater attention to a specific category of Informational text-literary 
nonfiction-than has been traditional. Because the ELA classroom must focus 
on literature (stories, drama, and poetry) as well as literary nonfiction, a great 
deal of informational reading In grades 6-12 must take place In other classes If 
the NAEP assessment framework Is to be matched instructionally.' To measure 
students' growth toward college and career readiness, assessments aligned with 
the Standards should adhere to the distribution of texts across grades cited In 
the NAEP framework. 

NAEP likewise outlines a distribution across the grades of the core purposes 
and types of student writing. The 2011 NAEP framework, like the Standards, 
cultivates the development of three mutually reinforcing writing capacities: 
writing to persuade, to explain, and to convey real or ImagIned experience. 
Evidence concerning the demands of college and career readiness gathered 
during development of the Standards concurs with NAEP's shifting emphases: 
standards for grades 9-12 describe wrIting In all three forms, but, consistent 
with NAEP, the overwhelming focus of writing throughout high school should 
be on arguments and informative/explanatory texts.1 

'The percentages on the table reflect the sum of student reading, not just readIng In ELA 
settings, Teachers of senior English classes, for example, are not requIred to devote 70 
percent of reading to Informational texts. Rather, 70 percent of stUdent reading across the 
grade should be Informational. 
1As with reading, the percentages In the table reflect the sum of student Writing, not just 
writing In ELA settings. 

What Is Not Covered by the Standards 

4 I 30% 35% I 35% 

Fj!~7?~~~:tt;f~~~~~jl~tl~;)~'~~~f{,!'lJ~?~~Jt~1}~t1~lZ·'~§"~~~'7.f~1:1ZZ~¥jf,~::{~Q%.,:~\1,;t;hH'lf}~;; 
12 L 40%' I 40% I" 20% 

$Ol/rCII. Nlltlonal A!i~lIumnnt r.ovemlng BOMrJ. <,(007). Wot/ng frammmrk for Ihe 2011 NfltlOfl.)/ 
Asses.sment of EdUClJtlondl Progrl!u. pre-pl.lbfkfltlon edillon. Iowa City. IA.: ACT. Inc. 

It follows that writing assessments aligned with the Standards should adhere to 
the dIstribution of writing purposes across grades outlined by NAEP. 

Focus and coherence in Instruction and assessment 

While the Standards delineate speclflc expectations In reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language. each standard need not be a separate focus 
for instruction and assessment. Often. several standards can be addressed by 
a Single rich task. For example, when editing writing, students address Writing 
standard 5 (~Develop and strengthen wrltlng as needed by planning, reVising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach~) as well as Language standards 1-3 
(which deal with conventions of standard English and knowledge of language). 
When drawing evidence from literary and Informational texts per Writing 
standard 9, students are also demonstrating their comprehension skill In relation 
to speCific standardS In Reading. When dlsc;usslng something they have 
read or written. students are also demonstrating their speaking and listening 
skills. The CCR anchor standards themselves provide another source of focus 
and coherence. 

The same ten CCR anchor standards for Reading apply to both literary and 
informational texts, Including texts In history/socIal studIes, science, and 
technical SUbjects, The ten CCR anchor standards for Writing cover numerous 
text types and subject areas. This means that students can develop mutuallY 
reinforcing skills and exhibit mastery of standards for reading and writing across 
i'l ronge of texts and classrooms. 

The Standards should be recognized for what they are not as well as what they are, The most Important intentional design limitations are as follows: 

The Standards define what all students are expected to know and be 
able to do, not how teachers should teach. For Instance, the use of 
play with young children Is not specified by the Standards, but It Is 
welcome as a valuable activity In Its own right and as a way to help 
students meet the expectatlons in this document. Furthermore, while 
the Standards make references to some particular forms of content, 
Including mythology, foundational U.S. documents, and Shakespeare, 
they do not-Indeed, cannot-enumerate aU or even most of the 
content that students should learn. The Standards must therefore 
be complemented by a well-developed, content-rich curriculum 
consistent with the expectations laid out In this document. 

2. Whlle the Standards focus on what is most essential, they do not 
describe all that can or should be taught. A great deal is left to 
the dlscretlon of teachers and curriculum developers, The €11m of 
the Standards Is to articulate the fundamentals, not to set out an 
exhaustive I1st or a set of restrlctlons that limits what can be taught 
beyond what Is specified herein. 

3. The Standards do not define the nature of advanced work for students 
who meet the Standards prior to the end of high school. For those 
students. advanced work In such areas as literature, composition, 
language, and Journalism should be available. This work should provide 
the next log leal step up from the coUege and career readiness baseline 
established here. 

4. The Standards set grade-specific standards but do not define the 
intervention methods or materials necessary to support students 
who are well below or well above grade-level expectations. No set of 
grade-specific standards can fully reflect the great variety in abilities, 
needs, learning rates, and achievement levels of students In any given 
classroom. However, the Standards do provide clear Signposts along 
the way to the goal of college and career readiness for all students_ 

5. It Is also beyond the scope of the Standards to define the full range of 
supports appropriate for English language learners and for students 
with special needs. At the same time, all students must have the 
opportunity to learn and meet the same high standards if they are to 
access the knowledge and skills necessary In their post-high school 
lives. 

Each grade will Include students who are still acquiring English. 
For those students, It is possible to meet the standards In reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening without displaying native-Ilke control 
of conventions and vocabulary, 

The Standards should also be read as allOWing for the widest 
possible range of students to participate fully from the outset and 
as permitting appropriate accommodations to ensure maximum 
partlclpation of students with special education needs. For example, 
for students with dlsab1l1ties reading should allow for the use of 
Braille. screen-reader technology, or other assistlve devices, while 
writing should Include the use of a scribe, computer, or speech-to
text technology. In a similar vein, speaking and listening shOUld be 
Interpreted broadly to Include sign language. 

6. While the ELA and content area literacy components described 
herein are critical to college and career readiness, they do not 
define the whole of such readiness. Students require a wide
ranging. rigorous academic preparation and, particularly In the early 
grades, attention to such matters as social. emotional, and physical 
development and approaches to learning. Similarly, the Standards 
define literacy expectatlons in history/social studies, science, and 
technical subjects, but literacy standards In other areas, such 
as mathematics and health education, modeled on those In this 
document are strongly encouraged to facilitate a comprehensive, 
schoolwide literacy program. 
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Students Who are College and Career Ready 
In Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language 
The descriptions that follow are not standards themselves but Instead offer a portrait of students who meet the standards set out In this document. As students 
advance through the grades and master the standards In reading, writing, speaking, listenIng, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing fullness and 
regularity these capacities of the literate IndIvidual. 

They demonstrate independence. 

Students can, without Significant scaffolding, comprehend and evaluate 
complex texts across a range of types and disciplines, and they can construct 
effective arguments and convey Intricate or multifaceted information. likewise, 
students are able Independently to discern a speaker's key points, request 
clarification, and ask relevant questions. They build on others' Ideas, articulate 
their own Ideas, and confirm they have been understood. Without prompting, 
they demonstrate command of standard English and acquire and use a 
wlde~ranglng vocabulary. More broadly, they become self-directed learners, 
effectlvelY seeking out and using resources to assist them, Including teachers, 
peers, and print and digital reference materials. 

They build strong content knowledge. 

Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter 
by engaging with works of quality and substance. They become proficient 
in new areas through research and study. They read purposefully and listen 
attentively to gain both general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. 
They refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking. 

They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, 
and discipline. 

Students adapt their communication In relation to aUdience, task, purpose, and 
discipline. They set and adjust purpose for reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
and language use as warranted by the task. They appreciate nuances, such as 
how the composition of an audience should affect tone when speaking and 
how the connotations of words affect meaning, They also know that different 
diSCiplines call for different types of evidence (e,g., documentary evidence In 
histOry, experimental eVidence In science). 

How to Read This Document 

Overall Document Organization 
The Standards comprise three main sections: a comprehensive K-5 section 
and two content area-specific sections for grades 6-12, one for ELA and one 
for hIstory/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Three appendices 
accompany the main document. 

Each sectIon is divided Into strands. K-5 and 6-12 ELA have Reading, WrIting, 
Speaking and Listening, and language strands; the 6-12 history/ social studies, 
science, and technical subjects section focuses on Reading and Writing. Each 
strand Is headed by a strand-speciffc set of College and Career ReadIness 
Anchor Standards that Is Identical across at! grades and content areas. 

Standards for each grade within K-8 and for grades 9-10 and 1H2 follow the 
CCR anchor standards in each strand. Each grade-specific standard (as these 
standards are collectively referred to) corresponds to the same-numbered 
CCR anchor standard. Put another way, each CCR anchor standard has an 
accompanying grade-specific standard translating the broader CCR statement 
into grade-appropriate end-of-year expectations. 

Individual CCR anchor standards can be Identified by their strand, CCR status, 
and number (R,CCR.S, for example). Individual grade-specific standards can 
be Identified by their strand, grade, and number (or number and letter, where 
applicable), so that RI.4.3, for example, stands for Reading, Informational Text, 
grade 4, standard 3 and W.5.1a stands for Writing, grade 5, standard 11'1. Strand 
designations can be found in brackets alongside the full strand title. 

Who Is responsible for which portion of Ihe Standards 

A single K-S section lists standards for reading. writing, speaking, Iisten'lng, 
and language across the curriculum. reffecting the fact that most or all of the 
instruction students In these grades receive comes from one teacher. Grades 
6-12 are covered In two content area-specific sections. the first for the Engitsh 
language arts teacher and the second for teachers of history/social stUdies. 
science, and technical subjects, Each section uses the same CCR anchor 
standards but also includes grade-specific standards tuned to the literacy 
requirements of the particular dlsctpline(s). 

Key Features of the Standards 

Reading: Text complexity and the growth of comprehenSion 
The Reading standards place equal emphaSis on the sophistication of what 
students read and the skill with which they read. Standard 10 defines a grade-by
grade "staircase" of increasing text complexity that rises from beginning reading 

They comprehend as well as critique. 

students are engaged and open-minded-but discerning-readers and listeners. 
They work diligently to understand precIsely what an author or speaker Is 
saying, but they also question an author's or speaker's assumptions and 
premises and assess the veracity of claims and the soundness of reasoning. 

They value evidence. 

Students cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation 
of a text. They use relevant evidence when supporting their own points In 
writing and speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener, and 
they constructively evaluate others' use of evidence. 

They use technology and digital media slrateglcally and capably. 

Students employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language use. They tailor their searches online to 
acquIre useful Information efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using 
technology with what they learn offline. They are familiar with the strengths and 
limItations of various technologIcal tools and mediums and can select and use 
those best SUited to their communication goals. 

They come to understand other perspectives and cultures. 
Students appreciate that the twenty-first-century classroom and workplace 
are settings In which people from often WidelY divergent cultures and who 
represent diverse experIences and perspectives must learn and work together. 
Students actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures through 
reading and listening, and they are able to communicate effectively with 
people of varied backgrounds. They evaluate other points of view critically 
and constructively. Through reading great classic and contemporary works 
of Ilteruture representative of a variety of periods. cultures, and world views, 
students can Vicariously inhabit worlds and have experiences much different 
than their own, 

to the college and career readiness level. Whatever they are reading, students 
must also show a steadily growing ability to discern more from and make fuller 
use of text, Including making an Increasing number of connections among Ideas 
and between texts, considering a wider range of te:o:tual eVidence. and becoming 
more sensitive to InconSistencies. ambiguities, and poor reasoning In texts. 

Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and research 
The Standards acknowledge the fact that whereas some writing skills, such 
as the ability to plan, revise. edit, and publish, are applicable to many types of 
writing, other skills are more properly defined in terms of specifiC writing types: 
arguments, Informative/explanatory texts, and narratives. Standard 9 stresses 
the importance of the wrIting-reading connection by requiring students to draw 
upon and wrlte about evidence from literary and informational texts. Because 
of the centrality of writing to most forms of Inquiry. research standards are 
prominently included In this strand, though skills Important to research are 
Infused throughout the document. 

Speaking and Listening: Flexible communication and collaboration 
Including but not limited to skills necessary for formal presentations, the 
Speaking and listening standards require students to develop a range of 
broadly useful oral communication and interpersonal skills. Students must learn 
to work together, expreSs and listen carefully to ideas, Integrate information 
from oral, visual, quantitative, and media sources, evaluate what they hear, use 
media and visual displays strategically to help achieve communicative purposes, 
and adapt speech to context and task. 

Language: Conventions, effective use. and vocabulary 

The language standards Include the essential "rules" of standard written 
and spoken English, but they also approach language as a matter of craft 
and Informed choice among alternatives, The vocabularY standards focus on 
understanding words and phrases. their relationships, and their nuances and on 
acquiring new vocabulary. particularly general academic and domain-speCific 
words and phrases. 

Appendices A, 8. and C 
Appendix A contains supplementary material on reading, writing, speaking and 
listening, and language as well as a glossary of key terms. Appendix B consists of 
text exemplars iffustrating the complexity. quality, and range of reading appropriate 
for varIous grade levels with accompanying sample performance tasks. AppendIx 
C includes annotated samples demonstratrng at least adequate performance in 
student writing at various grade levels. 
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STANDARDS FOR 

English Language Arts 
& 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects 

K-S 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 
The K-S standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by 
the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards 
below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements-the former 
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity-that together define the sk1lls and 
understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Key Ideas and Details 

Read closely to determine what the text says expllcltly and to milke logfcallnferences from It; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and Ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and Ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used In a text, Including determining technical. connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specifiC word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, Including how specific sentences, paragraphs. and larger portions of the text (e.g .• 
a section, chapter. scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words: 

8, Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims In a text, Including the validity of the reasoning as well 
as the relevance and sufficiency of the eVidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Note on range and content 
of student reading 

To bUild a foundatIOn for college 

and career readmess, students 

must read widely and deeply from 

among a broad range of hlgh·qualiry, 

increasingly challenging literary and 

informatIonal texts, Through e.\tensive 

reading of stories, dramas. poems. 

and myths from diverse cultures and 

different time periods. students gam 
f/terary and cultural knowledge as 

well as familiarity with various text 

structures and elements. By readIng 

texts in /lIstory/soCialstudies. sClenw. 

and other disciplines, stud(.'nts bUild 

i'j foundation of knowledge m these 

fJelds that will also give them the 

background to be better readers in all 

content areas, Students can only gain 

thiS foundation when the curriculum is 

mtentionally and coherently structured 

to develop rich content know/edge 

withm and across grades. Students 

also acqUire the habIts of readmg 

mdependently and closely which are 

essential to the/( future success. 

(3 'Please see ~Research to Build and Present KnowledgeK In Writing and "Comprehension and Co!laboratton~ In Speaking and Listening for 
~ additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources. 
0: 
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Reading Standards for Literature K-5 II 
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor Is also 
Infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing throogh the grades are expected to meet 
each year's grade·speclfic standards and retain or further develop skills and understandIngs mastered;n preceding grades. 

with prompting and support, ask and answer Ask and answer questions about key details In a Ask and answer such questions as who, what. 
questions about key details In a text. text. where, wilen. why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details In a text • 
. ~.--~--"-~~--~---~-~-~-----~.-~-~~ ... ~--~---~~-----.-------~----.---~-"--~----------.~ 

2. With prompting and SUpport, retell famUlar 
stories, Including key details. 

2. Retell stories, Inc:fudlng key details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson. 

2, Recount stories, Including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their central 
message, Jesson, or moral. 

3, With prompting and support, IdehUfy characters, 3. Describe characters, settings, and major events In 3. Describe how characters In a story respond to 
settings, and major events In a story. a story, using key detaUs, major events and challenges, 

JW~m~.~l~tb'l!~lifj'.J;tR~~_Ih'~llI'rlflf'_~f1~~Il"J.[tZll 
4, Ask and answer Questrons about unknown words 4. Identify words and phrases In stories or poems 4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular 

beats, amteratlon, rhymes, repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning In a story, poem, or song. 

In a text. that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses, 

5. RecognIze common types of texts (e,g., 
storybooks, poems). 

5, Explain major differences between books that teU 5. 
stories and books that give Information. drawIng 

Describe the overall structure of a story, IncludIng 
describIng how the beginning Introduces the 
story and the ending concludes the action. 

6, With prompting and support, name the author 
and Illustrator of a story and define the role of 
each In telting the story, 

on a wide reading of a range of text types, 

6. Identtfy who Is telling the storY at varIous pOints 6. Acknowledge differences In the poInts of view of 
In a text. characters, Including by speaking in a different 

voice for each character when reading dialogue 
aloud. 

~miI:;mmIilF6~~~5i~~~~1I 
7, With prompting and support. describe the 7, Use illustrations and details In a story to descrIbe 7, Use Information gained from the illustrations and 

relationshIp between iflustratlons and the story In Its characters, setting, or events. words In a print or digital text to demonstrate 
which they appear (e.g., what moment In a story understanding of Its characters, setting, or plot. 
an illustration depicts). 

B, (/'lot applicable to literature) B, (Not applicable to Itterature) B. (Not applicable to literatUre) 

9. With prompting and support, compare and g. Compare and contrast the adventures and g. Compare and contrast two or more versions 
contrast the adventures and experiences of experiences of characters In stories. of the same story (e,g., Clndereila stories) by 
characters In fammar stones. different authors or from different cultures. 

:"~*Hf'~£;iii~~~I~!li~wJ19fBi~~ti~Il:;i:J~\M)!t_l'fll{~kt~t~.w~~~~~~~~,g~~m11lffgj'ti(?}l.il.£t4lta~£~fJt;:iJltI~ 
10. Actively engage In group readIng activities with 10, With prompting and support, read prose and 

purpose and understanding. poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, IncludIng stories and poetry, In the 
grades 2-3 text complexity band prOficiently, 
with scaffoldIng as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

Reading Standards for Literature K-5 II 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring expliCitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 

Refer to details and examples In a text when 
explaIning what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing Inferences from the text. - .. _----- ----

Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
Inferences from the text. 

2. Recount storIes, Including fables, folktales, and 2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 2, Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 
from details In the text, Including how characters 
In a story or drama respond to challenges or 
how the speaker In a poem renects upon a topic: 
summarize the text. 

3, 

myths from diverse cultures~ determine the from detaUs In the text: summarize the text. 
central message, lesson. or moral and explain 
hoW·lt Is conveyed through key details in the text. 

Describe characters In a story (e.g., their traits, 
motfvatlons, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

3. Describe In depth a character, setting, or event 3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details settings, or e"ents In a story or drama. drawing 
In the text (e,g., a character's thoughts, words, or on specifiC details In the text (e.g., how 
acllons). characters Interact), 

~:9tMlr:@~JlU~~~!l:1fIWk.~«.iB:~~'D'~!.'~i~'f~Ellli;J~~1 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 4. 

they are used In a text, distinguishIng Uteral from 
nonUteral language. 

5, Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 5. 
when writing or speaking about a text. using 
terms such as chapter. scene, and stanza: 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sectiOns. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used In a toxt, includtng those 
that allude to slgnJf1cant charaders found In 
mythOlogy (e,g., Herculean), 

Explain rna/or dIfferences between poems, 
drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) 
and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 
descriptIons, dialogue, stage directions) when 
writing or speaking about a text. 

4, 

5, 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used In a text, Inctuding figurative 
language such as metaphors and sImiles. 

Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
strudure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

6, DiStingUIsh their own point of view from that of 6. Compare and contrast the point ofvle<N from which 6. Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of 
the narrator or those of the characters. different stories are narrated, Including the difference vIew Influences how events are descrlbed. 

between flrst~ and third-person narrations. 

~J1i11w§!1~oltE!iil~~mr~I[~b@AA1l~~m&r~Wim'~'i~1~~i~~~J'K~~~"i}1.tlllaf~i:f~li1~~~71~~~i~f~~~~:f!%~ 
7. Explain how specific aspects of a text's 7, Make connections between the text of a story 7. Analyze how visual and multfmedla elements 

illustrations contnbute to what Is conveyed or drama and a "Isual or oral presentation of contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a 
by the words In a story (e.g., create mood. the text, Identifying where each version reflects text (e.g" graphic novel, multimedia presentation 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). spedflc deSCriptions and dlrecttons In the text. of fiction. folktale, myth. poem). 

8. (Not applicable to Ilterature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 
---- .---~----.---------------"---- -- ------~-------.----- ---~---------- -"-- -_. -- ~-- -----~--~------ ----
9. Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and g. 

plots of stories written by the same author about 
the same or similar characters (e.g" in books 
from a series), 

Compare and contrast the treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and 
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) In 
stories, myths, and traditional literature from 
different cultures. 

9, Compare and contrast stories In the same genre 
(e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on theIr 
approaches to similar themes and topicS. 

<,~Wi9.~~~J'ijj~~~jUffi~t~1ij(J![<[~-:P)~~;J~Jrfl~f~~ltWi~~~~rl~JffqJ{a:f~~l~rtKl1l[~~fi,~~~m-~~ff~~l~~~~!~~~~i.i,~~fj 
10, By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, Including stories, dramas, and poetry, literature, Including stories, dramas, and poetry, In literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, 
at the high end of the grades 2~3 text complexity the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. with scaffolding as needed at the hIgh end of the band Independently and proficiently. 

range, 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 

With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key deteHs in a text. 

Ask and answer questions about key details In a 
text. 

Ask and answer such questions as who, what. 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details In a text. - ... . ... 

III 

2, With prompting and support, Identify the main 
topic and retell key details of a text. 

2. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a 2. Identlfy the main topic of a multlparagraph text 
text. as wen as the focus of spectflc paragraphs within 

the text. 

3. With prompting and support, describe the 3, Describe the connection between two 3. Describe the connection between a series of 
connection between two Individuals. events, Individuals, events, Ideas, or pieces of inrormatlon historical events, scientific Ideas or concepts. or 
ideas. or pieces of Information In a text. in a text. steps In technical procedures In a text. 

1:1min_Jml:'W.~~m~Il •• A~._If_~I1Ir~!1l_i:l1iB 
4. With prompting and support, ask and answer 

questions about unknown words In a text, 

5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and title 
page of a book, 

4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and phrases In a 
text. 

5. Know and Use various text features (e.g" 
headings. tables of contents. glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
Information In a text. 

4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases In a 
text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subJect area. 

5. Know and use various text features (e,g., 
captions. bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
Indexes, electroniC menus, Icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently. 

- -
6, Name the author and Illustrator of a text and 6. Distinguish between Information provided by 6. Identify the main purpose of a text. Including 

define the role of each In presenting the Ideas or pictures or other illustrations and Information what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
informatlon in a text. provided by the words In a text, describe, 

!1l~~11sem!m~.mlf~$:~hff_il)lY~WRlft'r-«jj~~II~AWIJf'?1fI..~~I*m.~~ifltl! 
7. With prompting and support. describe the 

relationship between illustrations and the text 
In which they appear (e.g" what person, place. 
thing, or Idea In the text an illustration depicts). 

B. With prompting and support, identify the 
reasons an author gives to support points In a 
text. 

9. With prompting and support. Identify basic 
similarities In and differences between two 
texts on the same topic (e.g" In illustrations. 
descriptions, or procedures), 

Use the illustrations and details In a text to 
describe Its key Ideas, 

B. Identify the reasons an author gIves to support 
poInts In a text. 

9. Identify bnslc similarities In and differences 
between two texts on the same topiC (e.g" In 
Illustrations, descriptions. or procedUres), 

7. Explain how specific Images (e,g .• a diagram 
showing how a machine Works) contribute to and 
clarify a text. 

B. Describe how reasons support specific points the 
author makes In a text. 

9. Compare and contrast the most Important points 
presented by two texts on the same topic. 

~~t.i!i!~i!J!tjjAil~X~!£!,Jj!\~!I!npJ~XJ!,¥'&-.w.""'\ii''';'~io;iliiifi.jJli:~J.ii~~'M'~~;'!£1i.1iiii~~~)1i&;l#lr<iiI~~~!lii&iii~~J1lii!i~~iii!<i'o!irm.l!,ijJlt!lfl\l 
10. Actively engage in 9(OUP readIng activities with 10, With prompting and support. read informational 10, By the end of year, read and comprehend 

purpose and understanding. texts appropriately complex for grade 1. Informational texts, Incfudlng history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts. In the 
gradeS 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5 III 
Grade 3 stUdents: Grade 4 stUdents: Grade 5 students: 

Ask and anSwer questions to demonstrate Refer to details and examples In a text when 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

.. _ .~ext as t~_~~: for the an_~~!_rs_. ~ __ ~.~~ ___ ~raWing Inferences from the text. 

2. Determine the main Idea of a text: recount the 
key details and explain how they support the 
main Idea. 

2. DetermIne the main Idea of a text and explain 2, 

3. Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientIfic ideas or concepts. 
or steps In technical procedures In a text. usIng 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

how It Is supported by key detailS; summarize the 
text. 

3,. Explain events, procedures. Ideas, or concepts In 
a historical, scientlflc, or technical text. Including 
what happened and why, based on specific 
Information In the text. 

3. 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says expliCitly and when drawing 
Inferences from the text. 

Determine two or more main Ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details: 
summarize the text. 

Explain the relationships or Interactions between 
two or more Individuals, events, Ideas. or 
concepts In a historIcal, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific Information In the text. 

'?!tIffl~i~N~.m.jlrf~liIjil~.lIBr~m'j;.~~ll4!!~!~il%"lWaiD~g 
4. Determine the meanIng of general academic 4. Determine the meaning of general academic 4. Determine the meaning of general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases In a text and domaln·speciflc words or phrases In a text and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
___ .~~ ~e~v~ant to_~grad~t:!!!!..~,:r~u!!1!!.~area,- __ ~_. _ _ ~=!~~t~_~rade 4 to,?ic or subj!~!!!!~~ __ ~~~~r:.I.:.vant to a E.r!!:!.e~~O!?!_~'-!!!..bJ!..~_t!.~ ____ _ 

5. Use text features and search tools (e,g., key 5. 
words. sidebars, hyperlJnks) to locate information 
relevant to a gIVen tople efficiently. 

Describe the overall structure (e.g .• chronology. 
comparison, cause/effect. problem/solution) of 
eventS. Ideas, concepts, or information In a text 
or part of a text. 

6. DIStinguish their own poInt of view from that of 6, Compare and contrast a firsthand and 
tho author of a text. secondhand account of the same event or 

topic; describe the differences In focus and the 
information prOVided, 

s. 

6. 

Compare and contrast the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison. cause/effect. 
problem/solUtion) of events, Ideas. concepts, or 
Information tn two or more texts, 

Analyze multfple accounts of the same event 
or topic, noting Important similarities and 
differences In the point of view they represent. 

~~I@J[~~1{~r~~I6g:1~;"~'t~iJ'1[f1Jtf.&!~I.~J~~1.l~E4it~jJ;~~II:r~'I!f~~4!tt1_.i1lJit~t[~ 
7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g" 

maps. photographs) and the words In a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e,g" 
where. when, why. and how key events occur). 

Interpret Information presented visually, orally. or 7. 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts. graphs. diagrams. 
time linos. animations, or Interactive elements 
on Web pages) and explain how the Information 
contributes to an understanding of the text In 

Draw on Information from multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently. 

which it appears, 

B. Describe the logical connection between B. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence B. 
particular sentences and paragraphs In a text to support particular points In a text 
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect. first/second/third 
in a sequence). 

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 
to support particular points in a text, Identifying 
which reasons and evIdence support whIch 
polnt(s). 

9, Compare and contrast the most important pOints 9. Integrate Information from two texts on the same 9, Integrate Information from several texts on the 
and key deta!ls presented In two texts on the topic In order to write or speak about the subject same topic In order to write or speak about the 
same topic, knowledgeably. subject knowledgeably. 

~M~f~J~~11ir:~n~~tWiE9]1f~I~¥feT~,X!w~1ri~(~~~~m~(~~~f"£~~[1~1tlw~t;11.~~€~ir~~~~~y.t~a:~~l;w!~~A~ 
to. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10, By the end of year, read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year. read and comprehend 

Informational texts, Including history/social Informational texts, including history/social studies, Informational texts, including history/SOCial 
stUdies, science, and technical texts, at the high sclence, and technical texts. In the grades 4-5 text studies, sclence, and technical texts. at the high 
end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band complexIty band proficiently, with scaffolding as end of the grades 4-5 text compleXity band 
Independ~l~a~d proficiently. needed at the high end of the range, Independently and proficiently. 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills CK-S) II 
These standards are directed toward fostering students' understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic 
conventions of the English writing system. These foundational skills are not an end In and ot themselves; rather. they are necessary and Important components 
of an effective, comprehensive readIng program designed to develop proficient readers with the capacIty to comprehend texts across a range of types and 
disciplines. InstructIon should be differentiated: good readers will need much less practlce with these concepts than struggling readers will. The point Is to teach 
students what they need to learn and not what they already know-to discern when particular children or actIvIties warrant more or less attentlon. 

Nott: In kindergarten, children IJre expected to demonJtflJt.lncTellslng awareneu and competence In the areal that follow. 

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 
a, Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page, 
b, Recognize that spoken words are represented In wrItten language by 

speCific sequences of letters. 
c, Understand that words are separated by spaces In print. 
d, Recognize end name all upper~ and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

Demonstrate understandIng of the organIzation and basIc features of print. 
a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e,g .. first word, 

capltallzatron, endIng punctuation), 

\'eBm~~'~1ilIir".~1;!I,iifk_~~~V~liIlI~~ 
2, Demonstrate understandIng of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 

(phonemes). 
a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 
b. Count, pronounce. blend. and segment syllables In spoken words. 
c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 

2, Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 

(phonemes). 
a, Distinguish long from short vowel sounds In spoken slngle·syllable words. 
b. Orally produce sIngle-syllable words by blendIng sounds (phonemes), 

includIng consonant blends. 

d. Isolate and pronounce the Inlttal, medial vowel. and fInal sounds (phonemes) 
In three·phoneme (consonent~vowef.consonent. or CVe) words." (This does 
not Include eves ending with N. Ir/. or Ix/.) 

c. Isolate and pronounce Initial, medIal vowel. and final sounds (phonemes) In 
spoken slngle·syUable words. 

e, Add or substitute IndIvidual sounds (phonemes) In simple, one·syllable 
words to make new words. 

Words, syllables, or phonemes written In Islashes/refer to their pronunclatlon or phonology. 

d. Segment spoken slngte~syllabte wordS Into their complete sequence of 
individual sounds (phonemes). 

Thus,/CVC/ Is a word with three phonemes regardless of the number of letters In the spelling of the word. 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills CK-S) 
Note: In kIndergarten children are expected to demonstrate Increiu/ng awareness and competence In the areal that follow. 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

II 

;-1~t»RlllillJ~~~.t«t'lt~~~6~J~a~~~1@:f~, 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonIcs and word 3, Know and apply grade·level phonIcs and word 3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysIs skills In decodIng words. analYSis skills In decodIng words. analYSis skills In decoding words. 
a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one· to-one a, Know the spelflng·sound correspondences for a. DistinguIsh long and short vowels when 

lelter~sound correspondences by producIng common consonant dIgraphs. reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

!~~~~i~~~a~~ ~~~ro~a~~~ most frequent b, Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for 
c. Know final ·e and common vowel team additional common vowel teams. 

b. ~~~%I~~eS~~I:~~~(~~~;~:~e~~~~~~h:I~~e ~~~~~~~Ions for representing long vowel c, Decode regularly spelled two·syUable words 

major vowels, d. Use knowledge that every syJlable must have d. ~:t:ol~;~:;:se~;th common prefiXeS and 
c. Read common high·frequency words by sight a vowel sound to determIne the number of suffixes. 

(e.g., the. of, to, you, she, my. (s, are. do, does), syllables In a printed word. 

d. Distinguish between Similarly spelled words by e. Decode two·syJlable words follOWing basic 
Identifying the sounds of the letters that differ. patterns by breaking the words Into syllables, 

f. Read words with Inflectional endings. 
g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate 

Irregularly spelled words. 

e, Identity words with Inconsistent but common 
spelllng·sound correspondences. 

f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate 
Irregularly spelled words, 

,.j?fJ[~I~~.m.lI\wfj;ii1:i,i:BL!tfl&~.B_!E"_~ ... g'i;:.,,'~{~_"~4\R 
4, Read emergent~reader texts with purpose and 4, Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 4. Read wIth sufficient accuracy and fluencY to 

understandIng. support comprehension. support comprehension. 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read on·level text orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings. 

c. Use context to conflrm or self·corred word 
recognItion and understandIng, rereading as 
necessary, 

a, Read on~level text wIth purpose and 
understanding, 

b. Read on·Jevel text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readIngs, 

c. Use context to confirm or self·correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (K-5) 

3. Know and apply grade-Iavel phonics and word 
analysis skills In decoding words. 

a. Identity and know the meaning of the most 
common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 

b, Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
c. Decode multisyllable words. 
d, Read grade-appropriate Irregularly spelled 

words. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phoniCS and word 
analysis skills In decoding words. 
a. Use combined know/edge of aU letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixeS) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabIc words In 
context and out of context. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonIcs and word 
analysis skills In decoding words. 

II 

a. Use combined knowledge of aU letter~sound 
correspondences, syllabicatIon patterns. and 
morphology (e.g., roots and afOxes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabIc words In 
context and out of context. 

·]~m;r~.A'fII.~~~itl.jiS~Ja_$&~~_"'.J~ 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehensIon. 
4. Read with suftlclent accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
a. Read on~level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read on·level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings 

a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

a. Read on·level text with purpOSe and 
understanding. 

c. Use context to confirm or self·correct word 
recognition and UnderstandIng, rereading as 
necessary. 

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understandIng, rereading as 
necessary. 

b, Read on·level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expressIon on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
The K-S standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of 
each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standardS below by number. The 
CCR and grade~speclfic standards are necessary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing addItional specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all stUdents must demonstrate. 

Text Types and Purposes· 

Write arguments to support claims in an analYsis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient eVidence. 

2. WrIte Informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex Ideas and Information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection. organization, and analysis of content. 

3, Write narratives to develop real or Imagined experiences or events using effective technique, wetl~chosen details, 
and well~structu(ed event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

Note on range and content 
of student writing 

To build a foundation for college 

and career readiness, students need 

to learn to use writlflg as a way of 

offering and supportmg opimons. 

demonstrating understandmg of 

the subjects they are studying, 
dnd conveying rea! and Imagined 

t'Xperiences dnd events. They learn 

to appreciate that a key purpose uf 
writmg IS to communicate cletJr/y to 

an e!(ternal, sometimes {lnfarTlillar 

aUdience, and they begm to adapt 

the form and content of thelf wfltmg 

to accomplish a particular task and 

purpose. They develop the capacity 

to budd knowledge on a subject 

KSBE000823 

4. Produce dear and coherent writing in whIch the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task. 
purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, edlttng, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet. to produce and publish writing and to Interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to BuJld and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions. demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

through research projects and to 

respond analytically to literary and 

mformatlonal sources. To meet these 

goals. stUdents must devote Significant . 

time and effort to wflting. producing 

numerous pieces over short and 

extended time frames throughout the 

year. 

B. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis. reftection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a fange of tasks. purposes, and audiences. 

'These broad types: of writIng include many subgenres:. See AppendiK A for definitIons of key writing types. 
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Writing Standards K-5 II 
The following standards for K-S offer a focus for Instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. 
Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication In all aspects ot language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development 
and organization of Ideas. and they should address Increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancIng through the grades are expected to meet 
each year's grade-specifIc standards and retain or further develop skills and understandIngs mastered In preceding grades, The expected growth In student writing 
ability Is reflected both In the standards themselves and In the collection of annotated student writIng samples In Appendix C, 

KIndergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: • 

~~.~: .• ~; ~ •• K" t-, if7- .JTf~A",l/h .'it"'" '~'J~~ ,ql~ ~;::~ .. f i'l H ~'"j.~A.[~J: 1,,, ~ tl~~: ~ 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and Write opInIon pIeces In which they Introduce the Write opInion pieces In which they Introduce the 
wr1tlng to compose opinIon pIeces In wh1ch they topic or name the book they are writing about, topic or book they are writing about, state an 
tell a reader the topic or the name of the book state an opInion, supply a reason for the opinion, opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 
they are writing about and state an opinion or and provide some sense at closure. use linking words (e.g" becaus&, and, also) to 
preference about the topic or book (e.g" My connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 

. _+_~~/tebo,!!!!,~._. ~.). ______ . ___ . ____ ~~ .. ____ . ___ . ______ . ___ ~~ ____ . ______ ~~'2:~~~~.~~ent o~!.~~~~ ____ ~ 

2. Use a combination of drawing, dIctating, and 
writing to compose informatlve/el(planatory 
texts In which they name what they are writing 
about and supply some Information about the 
tople. 

2. Write Informative/explanatory tel(ts in which they 2. 
name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, 
and provide some sense of closure, 

-----------------.---~-~.-.----,- --.. --.--~------------.--.-

Wrlte informative/explanatory leds In which 
they Introduce a topic, use facts and deflnltrons 
to develop points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 3. Write narratives In which they recount two or 3. Write narratives In which they recount a well· 
writing to narrate a single event or several more appropriately sequenced events, Include elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
loosely I1nked events, tell about the events In some details regarding what happened, use Include details to describe actions, thoughts, 
the order In which they occurred, and provide a temporal words to signal event order, and and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
reaction to what happened. provIde some sensa of closure. order, and provide a sense of closure, 

:~~LI.rmmllll~~I,IIII~IIIIIIIII5~~~Il~~ 
4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins In grade 3) 4. (Begins In grade 3) 

S. With guIdance and support from adults, respond 5. 
to questions and suggestions from peers and 

W1th guidance and support from adults. focus on 5. 
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions 

With guidance and support from adults and 
peers, focus on a topIc and strengthen writing as 
needed by revising and editing. add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

6. With guidance and support from adults, explore 
a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, Including In coUaboratfon with peers. 

6. 

from peers, and add details to strengthen writing 
as needed. 

With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, Including In collaboration with peers. 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, Including In collaboration with peers. 

~·~!~~RJ~er~Mr(~~frfr~~RnlBQ<~y;~.~b~,~X[~:·"':i ">\'.1< :~;.-~~?£·;;;]~~~Et~;l"j;~~;&~Iu~~~[~;.'~~~.;x~fr;,: ;;':~~i~~·;ft,Z:t~~.rgl~'!·~;;;H~ij·~~:}Ei~~I:·~l~;!.'~~::~~~~~~ .. ::~ .. ~~ ,~~ 
7. partIcipate In shared research and wrIting 

projects (e.9 .. explore a number of books by 
a favorIte author and express opinions about 
them), 

8. With guidance and support from adults. 
recall Information from experiences or gather 
Information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

~ ~--.- .. --------.- --

7. Partfclpate In shared research and writing 
projects (e.g" explore a number of ~how·to~ 
books on a given topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). 

8. 
_. - -.-.. -.-~-------~-

With guidance and support from adults, 
recall Information from experiences or gather 
Information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

Participate In shared research and writing 
projects (e,g., read a number of books on a 
single topic to produce a report; record science 
observations). 

- -- ---------- ---+- - ... ---- _.-
B. Recall Information rrom el(perlences or gather 

Information from provIded sources to answer a 
question. 

9. (Begins In grade 4) 9. (BegIns In grade 4) 9. (Begins In grade 4) 
!lB.Rm1]',, ___ ~!, __ ifIJ.II_~~ 

10. 10. (Begins In grade 3) - --_._+ +------_ .... _._--_ .. -- .--~---~~-.. - .. 

Writing Standards K-5 

Write opinion pIeces on topics or texts. supporting 1. 
a point of view with reasons. 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts. supporting a 
point of view with reasoM and Information. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing 
about, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists reasons, 

b. Provide reasons that support the opInion. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g .. because, 

therefore, since, for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons. 

d. ProvIde a concluding statement or' section, 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey Ideas and Information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topIc and group related 

Information together; Include illustrations 
when useful to aIding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions. and 
details, 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g" also, 
another, and, more. but) to connect Ideas 
within categories of Information. 

d. Provide a condudlng statement or section. 

3, Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective techniqUe. 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Establish a situation and Introduce a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally, 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to develop eXperiences 
and events or show the response of characters 
to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to Signal 
event order, 

d. Provide a sense of closure, 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opln/on, and create an organizational structure 
In whIch related Ideas are grouped to support 
the writer's purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts 
and details. 

c. LInk opinion and reasons usIng words and 
phrases (e.g., for Instance. In order to, In 
addition). 

d. Provide a concludIng statement or section 
related to tha opinion presented . 

.. -._--" --
2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a 

topic and convey Ideas and InformatIon clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related 

information In paragraphs and sections; 
Include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustratIons, and multimedia when useful to 
aidIng comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic, 

c, Link ieleas within categories of mformatlon 
using words and phrases (e,g" another, for 
example. also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domaln·speclflc 
vocabulary to Inform about or explain the 
topic, 

e, Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the Information or explanation 
presented, 

3. Write narratives to develop real or Imagined 
experiences or events using effective technIqUe. 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a 

situatJonand Introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b, Use dialogue and descriptIon to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

c, Use a variety of transitional words and phrases 
to manage the sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
detaJls to convey experiences and events 
precisely, 

e, Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

Write opinion pIeces on topics or texts, supportIng a 
point of view with reasons and Information. 
a. IntrodUce a topic or text clearly, state an 

opinion, and create an organizational structure 
In which Ideas are logically grouped to support 
the writer's pUrpose. 

b. ProvIde logIcally ordered reasons that ate 
sUpported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinIon and reasons using words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 

d. ProvIde a concludIng statement or section 
related to the opInion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey Ideas and Information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 

observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; Indude formatting (e.g" 
headings). illustrations, and multimedIa when 
useful to aidIng comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts. definltfons, 
concrete details, quotations. or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link Ideas within and across categories of 
Information using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., In contrast, especially). 

d, Use precise language and domaln·speciflc 
vocabulary to Inform about or explaIn the 
topiC. 

e. ProvIde a concluding statement or section 
related to the Information or explanation 
presented. 

3, Write narratives to develop real or Imagined 
experiences or events usIng effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a sItuation 

and Introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative technIques, such as dialogue, 
description, and pacIng, to develop 
eXperiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

c, Use a varIety of transitional words, phrases, 
and clauses to manage the sequence of events, 

d, Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events 
precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

KSBE000825 

KSBE000826 



<!J 
Z 
Z 
w 
iii 
:J 
o 
~ 
<!J 
Z 

~ 

Writing Standards K-5 

4. WIth guidance and support from adults, 4. 
produce writing In which the development 
and organlzatfon are appropriate to task and 
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined In standards 1-3 above,) 

5, With guidance and support from peers and 5. 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revIsing, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and Including 
grade 3 on pages 28 and 29.) 

Produce cleaf and coherent writing In which the 4. 
development and organization are approprIate 
to task. purpose, and audIence. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined In 
standards 1-3 above.) 

With guidance and support from peers and 5. 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and IncludIng 
grade 4 on pages 28 and 29,) 

II 

Produce clear and coherent writIng in whIch the 
development and organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
e)(pectatlons for writing types are defined In 
standards 1-3 above.) 

With guIdance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, reVising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 
up to and IncludIng grade 5 on pages 28 and 29,) 

6. With guIdance and support from adults, use 
technology to produce and publish writing (usIng 
keyboarding Skills) as well as to Interact and 
collaborate with others. 

6. With some guidance and support from adults, 6. With some guIdance and support from adults. 
use technology. Including the Internet. to use technology, Including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to Interact produce and publish writing as well as to Interact 
and collaborate wIth others; demonstrate and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type 
a mInimum of one page In a single Sitting, a mInimum of two pages In a single sitting. 

:~'AWlrtlt_~1tTIill:l~[WlfZJ'ii!~ •• ~1)li~JIJA_211!B,!;~~lilf:l'a'~lJf,'~~tli1lk'1l 
7. Conduct short research projects that build 

knowledge about a topiC. 
Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge through Investigation of different 
aspects of a topiC. 

7. Conduct short research projects that use several 
sources to build knowledge through Investigation 
of different aspects of a topiC, 

B. Recallinrormation from e)(periences or gather 
Information from print and digital sources; take 
brief notes on sourCes and sort evidence Into 
provided categories. 

e. Recall relevant Information from experIences or a. Recall relevant InformatIon from e)(perlences or 
gather relevant Information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase Information 

9. (Begins In grade 4) 9. 

gather relevant Information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorIze Information, 
and provide a list of sources, 

Draw evidence from literary or Informational 
texts to support analysIs. reflection. and research. 
a, Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g" "Describe In depth a character. setting. 
or event in r:a story or drama, drawing on 
spedflc detaIls In the te)(t [e,g., a chrnacter's 
thoughts, words. or actions)."). 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to 
Informational texts (e,g .. "Explaln how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points In a text~). 

In notes and finIshed work, and provIde a list of 
sources. 

g, Draw evidence from literary or Informational te)(ts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature 

(e,g., ~Compare and contrast two or more 
characters. sl:!ttlngs, or I:!vents In a story or a 
dri'lma, drawing on specific details In the text 
[e.g., how characters InteracO"). 

b. Apply grade 5 ReadIng standards to 
informational te)(ts (e,g" "Explain how 
an author uses reasons and eVidence' to 
support particular points In a text, Identlfylng 
which reasons and evidence support which 
polnt(sn. 

]~~~.~~~.~.~~~a91 
to. Write routinely over e)(tended time frames (time 10. 

for research, reflection, and revisIon) and shorter 
time frames (a single Sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of dIscipline-specific tasks. purposes, and 
audiences. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection. and revision) and shorter 
tIme frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of dlsc1pl1ne~spec1f1c tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

to. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research. reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes. and 
audiences. 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 
for Speaking and Listening 
The K-S standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of 
each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The 
CCR and grade~specJflc standards are necessary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing addItional specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all stUdents must demonstrate. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

I. Prepare for and partIcipate effectively In a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasonIng, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. Present Information. findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose. and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express Information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of conte)(ts and communIcative tasks. demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Note on range and content 
of student speaking and 
listening 

To buifd a fou~dation for college 
and career readiness. students must 
have ample opportunities to take 
part in a variety of rich. structured 
conversations-as part of a whole 
class, In small groups. and with a 
partner. Being productive members 
of these conversations requires 
that stUdents confribute accurate, 
relevant Information; respond to 
and develop what others have saId; 
make comparisons and contrasts; and 
analyze and synthesize a multitude of 
ideas in various domains. 

New technologies have broadened 
and expanded the role that speaking 
and listenIng play in acquiring 
and sharing know/edge and have 
tightened their link to other forms 
of communication. Digital texts 
confront students with the potential 
for continually updated content and 
dynamically changlllg combinations of 
words. graphics, images. hyperllnks. 
and embedded video and audio. 

KSBE000827 
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Speaking and Listening Standards K-5 II 
The following standards for K-S offer a focus for Instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. 
Students advancIng through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retaIn or further develop skills and understandings mastered 
In precedIng grades. 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: , .... 
;;l·~·.' ••. ~~>Jf~,~,~'~ } ~ i1~~ ~,~l! 'r,~¥, ~,,'i-~D'i, _~. '\Gt}: .~" ,{Vi ~~·W&h~t.~~st.~~~, . ~h ' 

Participate In collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about klnde/gBrten topIcs and 
texts with peers and adults In small and larger 
groUps. 
a. Follow agreed·upon rules (or discussions (e,g" 

listening to others and takIng turns speakIng 
about the topIcs and texts under dIscussion). 

b. Continue a conversatIon through multiple 
exchanges. 

participate in collaborative conversations wIth 
diverse partners about grilde 1 topIcs and teds 
wIth peers and adults In small and larger groups. 
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussIons (e.g,. 

listening to others wIth care, speaking on& 
at a tlme about the topics and texts under 
dIscussion). 

b. Build on others' talk In conversations by 
responding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusIon about 
the topicS and texts under discussion. 

_____ •• ~ ______ • __ • ___ o __ ~ ____ o _______________ ~_o. ___ • ___________ ~+ •• _____ _ 

2. Confirm understandIng of a text read aloud or 
Information presented orally or through other 
medIa by askIng and answering questions 
about key details and requesting clarifIcation If 
somethIng Is not understood • • ___ o _____ ~ __ o ____ • __ • ___ ~. 

3. Ask and answer questions In order to seek help, 
get Informatfon, or clarify somethIng that Is not 
understood, 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details In a 
text read aloud or Information presented orally or 
through other media. 

3, Ask and anSwer questions about what a speaker 
says In order to gather addItional Information or 
clarify something that Is not understood. 

participate In collaborative conversations with 
diVerse partners about grade 2 topics and texts 
with peers and adults In smarr and larger groups. 
a, Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 

gaIning the floor In respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topiCS and texts under dIscussion). 

b. Build on others' talk In conversations by linking 
theIr comments to the remarks of oth&rs. 

C, Ask for clarification and further explanation 
as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

2. Recount or describe key Ideas or details from a 
text read aloud or Information presented orally or 
through other media. 

3. Ask and answer questrons about what a speaker 
says In order to clarify comprehenSion, gather 
additional Information, or deepen understanding 
of a topic or Issue, 

~~MII~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4. Describe famllfar people, places, thIngs. and 4. Describe people. places, things. and events with 4, Tell a story or recount an experience with 

events and, wIth prompting and support, provide (elevant details, expressIng Ideas: and feelings appropriate facts and relevant, descrIptive details, 
additional detail. clearly, speaking audIbly In coherent sentences. 

5, Add drawIngs or other visual displays to 
descriPtions as desired to provIde additional 
detail. 

5. Add drawIngs or other vlsual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify Ideas. 
thoughts. and feeilngs. 

5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems: 
add drawings or other visual displays to stories 
or recounts of experiences when appropriate to 
clarify Ideas. thoughts, and fee[1ngs, 

.~. ____ . ___ .~ ._. ____ .~ ___ . ____ ,~_. __ ._o~~ ________________________ ~ ___ ~. _____________ "~ _____ ._~_O". ___ ~ __ ,,_ 

6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and 
Ideas clearly. 

6, Produce complete sentences when appropriate 
to task and sItuation. (See grade 1 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 26 for specific 
expectations.) 

6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation In order to provide requested 
detail or clarification, (See grade 2 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on pages 26 and 27 for specIfic 
expectations.) 

___ • ___ • ____ -0 __ ------"" _____ 0 __ _ 

Speaking and Listening Standards K-5 II 

Engage effectively In a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, In groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade J topics and 
texts, building on others' Ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, haVing read 

or stUdied requIred material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and other Information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor In respectful ways, I1stenlng to 
others with care. speaking one at a time about 
the topIcs and texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented. stay on topic. and link 
their comments to the remarks of others. 

d. Explain their own Ideas and understanding In 
Ught of the dIscussIon. 

2. DetermIne the main Ideas and supporting detaUs 
of a text read aloud or Information presented In 
diverse media and formats, Including visually. 
quantitatively, and orally. __ ~_o_· ____ . ______ ~,_~ ________ ._ 

Engage effectively In a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-an-one, In groups. and teacher~ 
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topIcs and 
texts, building on others' Ideas and eXpressing 
theIr own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared. having read 

or stUdied required material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and other Information 
known about the topic to explore Ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out aSSigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specIfic questions to 
clarify or follow up on Information, and make 
comments that contribute to the discussIon 
and link to the remarks of others, 

d. Review the key Ideas expressed and explain 
their own Ideas and understanding In Ught of 
the discussion, 

2. Paraphrase port/ons of a text read aloud or 
Information presented In diverse media and 
formats, Including Visually, quantttatlvely, and 
orally. 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, In groups, and teacher~ 
led) wIth diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 
texts, building on others' Ideas and expressIng 
their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussIOns prep,ared, having read 

or studied required material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and other Information 
known about the topic to explore Ideas under 
discussion, 

b. Follow agreed·upon rules for discussions and 
carry out aSSigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specifiC questions by 
making comments that contribute to the 
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of 
others. 

d. Review the key Ideas expressed and draw 
conclusions In light of InformatIon and 
knowledge gained from the discussions. 

2. Summarize a written text rcad aloud or 
information presented In diverse media and 
formats, Including visually. quantitatively, and 
orally, 

3. Ask and answer questions about Information from 3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and 
a speaker, offering approprIate elaboration and provides to support particular points. explaIn how each claim Is supported by reasons 
detail. and evidence. 

]rDJ1lim~BlNl~~~11!1~1.ilm1'~ifl~~f.(tIl~~fb~~~W~~-mi\t~~iJSji'_&l[~~jf}f~'~~~~~l 
4. Report on a topIc or text. tell a story. or recount 4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story. or recount 4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, 

an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, an experience In an organized manner, using sequencing Ideas logIcally and usIng appropriate 
descriptive details. speaking clearly at an approprIate facts and relevant, descriptive details facts and relevant. descriptive detaUs to support 
understandable pace. to support main Ideas or themes; speak dearly at maIn Ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

an understandable pace. understandable pace. 
~_ -_" ____ 0 ___ - __ ~~ ___ ._______ _ ________ ~_._~_~___ _ ___ ._. _____ ~ ______________ .0 __ 0 ___ 0 __ _ 

5. Create engaging audIo recordIngs of stories 
or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add vIsual displays when 
appropriate to emphasiZe or enhance certaIn facts 
ordetalis, 

6. Speak In complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situatIon In order to provide requested 
detail or clarIfication. (See grade 3 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on pages 28 and 29 for specific 
expectations.) 

5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main Ideas or themes. 

6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g" presenting ideas) and situations 
where Informal discourse Is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion): use formal English when 
appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 
Language standards 1 on pages 28 and 29 for 
speCific expectations.) 

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics. 
sound) and Visual displays In presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the development of main 
Ideas or themes. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 
usIng formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation, (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 
3 on pages 28 and 29 for specific expectatIOns.) 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language Nole on range and content 
of student language use 

The K~5 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of 
each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The To build a foundation for college 
CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing additional specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. and career readiness in language, 

students must gaIn control over many 

conventions of standard English 

grammar. usage, and mechanIcs Conventions of Standard English 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. as well as (earn other ways to 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing, 

use language to convey meaning 

effectively. They must also be able to 

determine or clarify the meaning of 

grade·appropriate words encountered 

through listening, reading, and media 

use,' come to appreciate that words 

have nonliteral meanIngs, shadings of 

meaning, and relationships to other 

words; and expand their vocabulary 

Knowledge of Language 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
chokes for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multlpre~meanlng words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzIng meanIngful word parts. and consultlng general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

in the course of studyIng content. The 

inclusIon of Language standards In 

their own strand should not be taken 

as an indication that skills refated 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances In word meanIngs. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domaln-speclflc words and phrases SUfficIent for 
reading, writing, speaking. and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate Independence In 
gathering vocabulary knowledge When encountering an unknown term Important to comprehension or expression. 

to conventions, effectIve language 

use, and vocabulary are unimportant 
to reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening,' indeed, they are inseparable 

from such contextS. 

Language Standards K-S .. 
The following standards for grades K~5 offer a focus for Instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or fUrther develop skills and 
understandIngs mastered in precedIng grades. Beginning In grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention In higher 
grades as they are applied to Increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk ('). See the table on page 30 for a complete list and 
Appendix A for an example of how these skllls develop In sophistication. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
a. Print many upper~ and lowercase letters. 
b. US!) frequently occurring noum. and verbs. 
c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding lsi 

or lesl (e,g., dog, dogs; wish. wishes). 
d. Understand and use question words 

(interrogatlves) (e.g .• who. what. where, when, 
wily, how). 

e. Use the most frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., to. from, In, out, on. off. for. 
of. by. with). 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in 
shared language activities. 

2, Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization. punctuation, and 
spelling when wrlttng. 
a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 

pronoun I. 
b. Recognize and name end punctuation. 
c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short·vowel sounds (phonemes). 
d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 

knowledge of sound-leHer relationShips. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
a. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
b. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
c. Use singular and plural nouns with matching 

verbs in basic sentences (e.g" He hops: We 
hop). 

d, Use personal, possessive, and Indefinite 
pronouns (e.g., I, me, my, they, them, their: 
anyone. everything). 

e. Use verbs to convey a Sense of past, present. 
and future (e.g .. Yesterday I walked home: 
Today' walk home: Tomorrow' wifl walk 
home). 

f. Use frequently occurring adJectives. 
g. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., 

and. but, or, so, because). 
h. Use determiners (e.g., articles. 

demonstrativeS). 
I. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., 

during, beyond, toward). 
Produce and expand complete simple 
and compound declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, and exclamatory sentenceS In 
response to prompts. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capItalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
a. Capitalize dates and names of people. 
b. Use end punctuatJon for sentences. 
c. Use commas In dates and to separate single 

words In a Series. 
d. Use conventional spelling for words with 

common spelling patterns and for frequently 
occurring irregular words, 

e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and spetilng conventions. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when wrltlng 
or speaking. 
a. Use collective nouns (e.g .• group). 
b. Form and use frequently occurring Irregular 

plural nouns (e.g .. feet. children, teeth, mIce, 
fish). 

c. Use reflexive pronouns (e,g .. myself, ourselves), 
d. Form and use the past tense of frequently 

occurring Irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, tofd). 
e. Use adjectives and adverbs. and choose 

between them depending on what is to be 
modified. 

f, Produce, expand. and rearrange complete 
simple and compound sentences (e.g .. The boy 
watched the movie; The little boy watched the 
movie; The action movfe was watched by the 
Ifttleboy), 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization. punctuation. and 
spelHng when writing. 
a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and 

geographic names. 
b, Use commas in greetings and closings of 

letters. 
c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and 

frequently occurring possessives. 
d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when 

writing words (e.g .. cage""'" badge; boy ....... boll). 
e. Consult reference materials, !ncluding 

beginning dIctionaries. as needed to check and 
correct speUlngs. 
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Language Standards K-5 

3. (Begins In grade 2) 3, (BegIns In grade 2) 3. Use knOWledge of language and Its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

• 
a. Compare formal and Informal uses at English, 

~~~i~~~~~~~~gemB~~~~~~~~~ 
4. DetermIne or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content. 
a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and 

apply them accurately (e.g" knowing duck Is a 
bIrd and learnIng the verb to duck), 

b. Use the most frequently OCCUrring InflecUons 
and affixes (e,g., ~ed, -s, re-, un~,pre-, -ful, 
·Iess) as a due to the meaning of an unknown 
word. 

5. WIth guidance and support from adults, explore 
word relatIonshIps and nuances In word meanings. 
a. Sort common objects Into categories (e.g., 

shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts 
the categorIes represent. 

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relatlng 
them to their oppOSites (antonyms), 

c. Identify reaHife connections between words 
lind theIr use (e.g., note places at school that 
are colorful). 

d. Distinguish shades of meanIng among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g" 
wCilk, murch. strut. prance) by acting out the 
meanings. 

6. Use words and phrases acquIred through 
conversations. reading and beIng read to. and 
responding to texts. 

Language Standards K-5 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speakIng. 
a, Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

ad/ectlves. and adverbs In !';1eneral and their 
functions In particular sentences. 

b. Form and use regular and Irregular plural 
nouns. 

c. Use abstract nouns (e.g" childhOOd). 
d. Form and use regular and Irregular verbs. 
e, Form and use the simple (e,g., I walked; I walk: 

I will Walk) verb tenses. 
f. Ensure subJectwverb and pronoun-antecedent 

agreement.· 
g. Form and use comparative and superlative 

ad/ectlves and adverbs. and choose between 
them depending on what Is to be modified. 

h. Use coordinating and subordinatIng 
conJunctions. 

I. Produce simple. compound, and complex 
sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization. punctuation. and 
spelling when writIng. 
a. Capitalize appropriate words In tItles. 
b. Use commas In addresses. 
c. Use commas and qUotatron marks In dialogue. 
d. Form and use possessives, 
e. Use conventional spelUng for hlgh·frequency 

and other studied words and for adding 
suffixes to base words (e.g .• Sitting, smiled. 
cries. happiness). 

f. Use spelling patterns and generaiJzations 
(e.g .• word families. posltlon·based spellings, 
syllable patterns, ending rules, meanIngful 
word parts) In writing words. 

g. Consult reference materIals, Including 
beginnIng dIctIonaries, as needed to check 
and correct spellings. 

4. DetermIne or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meanIng words and phrases based 
on grade 1 readIng and content, choosIng flexibly 
from an array of strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase, 
b, Use frequently occurring aftjxes as a due to 

the meanIng of a word. 
c. Identify frequently occurring root words (e,g., 

look) and theIr Inflectional forms (e.g" looks, 
looked, looking). 

5. With guidance and support from adults, 
demonstrate understandIng of word relationships 
and nuances In word meanIngs. 
a, Sort words Into categories (e.g., colors, 

ctothlng) to gain a sense of the concepts the 
categorIes represent. 

b, Define words by category and by one or more 
key attributes (e.g" a duck Is a bird that swims; 
a tiger Is a large cat with stripes), 

c. Identify reaHife connections between words 
and their use (e.g .. note places at home that 
Me cozy), 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
dIffering In manner (e.g., look, peek. glance, 
stare, glare, scowf) and cld/ectJves differing in 
intensity (e.g" large, gIgantic) by defining or 
choosIng them or by acting out the meanings. 

6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations. reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, IncludIng using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal Simple 
relationships (e,g., because). 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
wrIting or speaking. 
a. Use relatIve pronouns (who, whose, whom. 

Which, that) and relative adverbs (Where, 
when, why). 

b, Form and use the progressive (e.g. I was 
walkIng,· I am walking; I will be walking) verb 
tenses. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g" can. may, must) to 
convey varIous conditions. 

d. Order adjectives within sentences according 
to conventional patterns (e.g .• a small red bag 
rather than a red small bag). 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 
f, Produce complete sentences, recognizing 

and correcting Inappropriate fragments and 
run-ons.· 

g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e,g,. 
to, too, two; there, their).· 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when wrlttng, 
a. Use correct capltal/zatlon. 
b, Use commas and quotation marks to mark 

dIrect speech and quotations from a text. 
c. Use a comma before a coordinatfng 

con/unction in a compound sentence. 
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 

consulting references as needed. 

4, Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multlple~meanlng words and phrases based on 
grade 2 readIng and content. choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 

meanIng of a word or phrase. 
b. Determine the meaning of the new word 

formed when a known prefix Is added to a 
known word (e,g .• happy/unhappy, telf/retell). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the 
meanIng of an unknown word with the same 
root (e.g., addltlon. additional). 

d, Use knowledge of the meaning of Individual 
words to predict the meaning of compound 
words (e.g., bIrdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 
bookshelf. notebook, bookmark). 

e. Use glossaries and begInnIng dictionaries, both 
print and dIgital. to determine or clarify the 
meanIng of words and phrases . .. - --_ .. -- .. _----. 

5, Demonstrate understanding of word relationshIps 
and nuances In word meanings. 
a. Identify real~lIfe connections between words 

and their use (e.g., describe foods that are 
spicy or JuIcy). 

b. DIstinguish shades of meaning among closely 
related verbs (e.g,. toss. throw, hurf) and closely 
related ad/ectlves (e.g., thIn. slender. skinny. 
scrawny). 

6. Use words and phrases acquIred through 
conversations, reading and being read to. and 
responding to texts. Including using adjectives 
and adverbs to describe (e,g,. When other kids are 
happy that makes me happy). 

• 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
stcmdard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of conjunct/ons, 

prepositions, and Interjections In general and 
their function In particular sentences. 

b. Form and use the perfect (e.g" I had walked: I 
have walked; I wI/I have walked) verb tenses. 

c. Use verb tense to convey varIous tImes. 
sequences, states, and conditions. 

d. Recognize and correct Inappropriate shifts In 
verb tense.* 

e, Use correlative conjunct/ons (e.g .• either/or. 
neIther/nor), 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization. punctuation, and 
spelling when writIng, 
a. Use punctuatIon to separate Items In a series" 
b, Use a comma to separate an Introductory 

element from the rest of the sentence. 
c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no 

(e,g., Yes, thank yoU), to set off a tag question 
from the rest of the sentence (e.g .• It's true. Isn't 
It?). and to Indicate dIrect address (e.g .. Is that 
you. Steve?). 

d. Use underlinIng. quotation marks. or Italics to 
Indicate titles of works. 

e. Spell grade·approprlate words correct/y, 
consulting references as needed. 
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Language Standards K-5 

3. Use knowledge of language and Its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose words and phrases for effect.' 
b, RecognIze and observe differences between 

the conventions of spoken and written 
standard English. 

3. Use knowledge of language and Its conventions 
when writing, speaking, readIng, or listening, 
a, Choose words and phrases to convey Ideas 

precisely.' 
b. Choose punctuatfon for effect." 
c, Differentiate between conte)(ts that caU 

for formal English (e.g,. presenting Ideas) 
and situations where Informal discourse Is 
appropriate (e,g" small-group discussion). 

3. Use knowledge of language and Its conventions 
when wrIting, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for 

meaning, reader/llstener Interest. and style, 

• 
b, Compare and contrast the varieties ot Engllsh 

(e.g" dialects, registers) used In stories, dramas, 
or poems, 

;;v._m!Y~~m~~.~'~~~_r~~!_lI!B!lW~£~ 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 

and multiple-meaning word and phrases based 
on grade 3 reading and content, choosing fte)(ibly 
from a range of strategies, 
a. Use sentence-level conte)(t as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. DetermIne the meaning of the new word 

formed when a known affix Is added to a 
known word (e,g" agreeable/disagreeable. 
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, 
heat/preheat). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue. to the 
meaning of an unknown word with the same 
root (e,g .. company. companIon). 

d. Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both 
print and digital, to determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and nuances In word meanings. 
a, Distinguish the literal and nonllteral meanings 

of words and phmses in conte)(t (e,g" take 
sfeps). 

b. Identify reaHlfe connections between words 
and their use (e.g., describe people who are 
friendly or helpful), 

c. Distinguish shades or meaning among related 
words that describe states of mind or degrees 
of certainty (e,g" knew, believed, suspected, 
heard, wondered), 

6. AcquIre and use accurately grade~approprlate 
conversational, general academic, and domain~ 
-specific words and phrases, Indudlng those that 
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., 
After dinner that night we went looking for them), 

4. Determine or clarIfy the meaning of unknown and 
multlple·meanlng words and phrases based on 
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategIes. 
a. Use context (e,g., definitIons, examples, or 

restatements In text) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase, 

b, Use common, gradeMappropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and foots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e,g" telegraph, photograph. 
autograph), 

c, Consult reference materials (e.g" dIctionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and dIgital. 
to flnd the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and 
phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understandIng of figUrative 
language, word relationships, and nuances In word 
meanings. 
a, Explain the meaning of simple similes and 

metaphors (e.g" as pretty as a picture) in 
conte)(t. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of 
common Idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by 
relating them to their opposites (antonyms) 
and to words with similar but not Identical 
meanings (synonyms). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade~approprlate 
general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, IncludIng those that signal precise 
actions, emotions, or states of being (e,g., Quizzed, 
whined stammered) and that afe baste to a 
particular topiC (e.g" wildlife, conservation, and 
endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

Language Progressive Skills. by Grade 

4. Determine or clarify the meanIng at unknown and 
multlple·meanlng words and phrases based on 
grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g" cause/effect relationships 

and comparisons In text) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and 
Latin affl)(es and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e,g., photograph, photosynthesis), 

c. Consult reference materials (e,g" dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses). both prInt and digital, 
to find the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and 
phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances In word meanIngs, 
a. Interpret figurative language, IncludIng similes 

and metaphors, In context, 
b, Recognize and e)(plain the meaning ot common 

Idioms. adages. and proverbs. 
c, Use the relationship between particular words 

(e,g" synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to 
better understand each of the words. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade·approprlate 
general academic and domaln·speclflc words 
and phrases, Including those that sIgnal contrast, 
additIon, and other logical relationships (e.g., 
however, although, nevertheless, Similarly, 
moreover, In addition). 

The follOWing skills, marked with an asterisk CO) In Language standards 1-3, are particularly likely to require continued attention (n higher grades as they are 
applied to Increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking. 

L.3.11i . 

'Subsumed by L.7.3a 
·Subsumed by L,9-10.1a 
Subsumed by L,l1M12.3a 

Standard 
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Standard 10: Range, Quality, and Complexity of Student Reading K-5 

Measuring Text Complexity: Three Factors 

Gualltatlve evaluation of the text: Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality 
and clarity, and knowledge demands 

Guantltatlve evaluation of the text: Readability measures and other scores of text complexity 

Matching reader to text and task: Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and 
experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and the 
complexity generated by the task assigned and the ques" 
tions posed) 

Note: More detailed information on text complexity and how It Is measured Is contained in 
Appendix A. 

Range of Text Types for K-5 
Students In K-S apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range ot cultures and periods. 

Incfudes children's adventure Includes staged dialogue and 
stories, folktales, legends, brief fam!fiar scenes 
fables, fantasy, realistic fiction, 
and myth 

Indudes nursery rhymes and 
the subgenres of the narrative 
poem. limerick. and free verse 
poem 

Indudes biographies and autobiographies: bookS about history, soda! 
studies, science, and the arts; technical texts. Including directions, 
forms, and Information displayed In graphs, charts, or maps; and digital 
sourceS on a range or toples 

Texts Illustrating the Complexity, Quality, and Range of Student Reading K-5 

• Over In the Meadow by John Langstaff (traditional) (clBOO)' 

A Boy. a Dog. and a Frog by Mercer Mayer (1967) 

Pancakes for SreakfdSt by Tomle DePaola (1978) 

A StorY. A Story by Gall E. Haley (1970)' 

Kitten's First Full HOM by Kevin Henkes (2004)' 

~Mlx a PancakeN by Christina G. Rossetti (1893)" 

Mr. Popper's PenguIns by Richard Atwater (1938)' 

Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik, illustrated by Maurice Sendak (1957)" 

Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel (1971)" 

HI! Fly Gw by Tedd Arnold (2006) 

~Who Has Seen the Wlnd?~ by Christina G. Rossetti (1893) 

Sarah, Plain and ra" by Patricia MacLachlan (1985) 

rops and Bottoms by Janet StevenS (1995) 

Poppleton In Winter by Cynthia Rylilnt. Hlustrilted by Mark Tengue (2001) 
----.---.-.---.-----~----- -------_._----._--

Alice's Adventures In Wonderland by Lewis Carroll (1865) 

"Casey at the BatH by Ernest Lawrence Thayer (18B8) 

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley (1941) 

"Zlateh the Goat" by Isaac Bashevls Singer (1984) 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Un (2009) 

My Five Senses by AUkl (1962)" 

Truck by Donald Crews (\9BO) 

I Read Sfgns by Tana Hoban (1987) 

What Do You Do With a rail Like rhls? by Steve Jenkins and Robin Page (2003)" 

A Tfee Is a Plant by Clyde Robert Bulla. illustrated by Stacey Schuett (1960)" 

Starfish by Ed1th Thacher Hurd (1962) 

Follow the Water from Brook to Ocean by Arthur Danos (1991)" 

From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy Pfeffer, Illustrated by James Graham Hate (2004)' 

How People Learned to Fly by Fran Hodgkins and True Kelley (2007)' 

A Medieval Feast by AUk! (1983) 

From Seed to Plant by Gall GIbbonS (1991) 

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles (1995)' 

A Drop of Waler: A Book of Science and Wonder by Waller Wick (1997) 

Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo If by Brian Floca (2009) 

Discovering Mars: The Amazing Story of the Red Planet by Melvin Berger (1992) 

HurrIcaneS: Earth's Mightiest Storms by Patrlda Lauber (1996) 

A History of US by JOY Hakim (2005) 

Horses by Seymour SImon (2006) 

Quest for the Tree kangaroo: An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of New Guinea by 
Sy Montgomery (2006) 

KSBE000837 

• Read-aloud 
.. Read-along 

--------------------------------------------"-----"----"--- -- -----------------------"-------------------------

Not~: Given space limitations, the Illustrative texts listed above are meant only to show IndIvidual titles that are representative of a wide range of topics and genres. (See Appendhc 
B for eXcerpts of these and other texts illustrative of K-S text complexity. Quality. and range.) At a curricular or fnstructionalleveJ. withIn and across grade levels. texts need to 
be selected around topics or themes that generate knowledge and aHow students to study those topics or themes In depth, On the next page Is an ex-ample of progreSSions of 
texts building knowledge across grade levols. 

'Chlldren at the kindergarten and grade 1 levels should be expected to read texts Independently that have been specifically written to correlate to their reading level and theIr word knowl
edge. M1\ny of the titles listed above are meant to supplement carefully structured Independent reading with books to read along with i'I teacher or that are read aloud to students to build 
knowledge and cultivate a joy in reading. 
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Staying on Topic Within a Grade and Across Grades: 
How to Build Knowledge Systematically in English Language Arts K-S 
Building knowledge systematically in English language arts is like giving chUdren various pieces at a puzzle In each grade that, over time, will torm one big picture. 
At a curricular or Instructlonallevel. texts-within and across grade levels-need to be selected around topics or themes that systematically develop the knowledge 
base of students. Within a grade level. there should be an adequate number of titles on a single topic that would allow children to study that topic for a sustained 
period. The knowledge children have learned about particular topics In early grade levels shoul~ then be expanded and developed In subsequent grade levels to 
ensure an Increasingly deeper understandIng of these topicS. Children In the upper elementary grades will generally be expected to read these texts independently 
and reffect on them In writing. However. chlldren In the early grades (particularly K-2) should participate in rich, structured conversatIons with an adult in response 
to the wrItten texts that are read aloud, orally comparing and contrasting as well as analyzing and synthesizIng, Irfthe manner called for by the Standards, 

preparation for reading complex Informational texts should begin at the very earliest elementary school grades. What follows Is one example that uses domaln~ 
specifIc nonfiction titles across grade levels to illustrate how curriculum designers and classroom teachers can Infuse the English language arts block with rich, 
age~approprlate content knowledge and vocabulary In hIstory/social studies, science, and the arts. HavIng students listen to informational read·alouds In the early 
grades helps lay the necessary foundation for students' readIng and UnderstandIng of Increasingly complex texts On theIr own In subsequent grades. 

The Human Body 

Students can begin learning 
about the human body 
starting In kindergarten 
and then review and extend 
their learning during each 
subsequent grade. 

The five sanSas and auoclaled 
bOdy part. 

• My Frve Senses by AUkl (1989) 

• Hear{ng by Maria Rlus (19B5) 

• SIght by Maria Rius (1985) 

Smell by Marla Rlus (1985) 

• Taste by Marla Rlus (l9B5) 

• Touch by Marla Rlus (1985) 

Teklng cllre of your bOdy: 
Overview (hygiene, diet, eXIHelse, 
rest) 

• My Amaz{ng Body: A FIrst 
Look at Health a Fitness by Pat 
Thomas (2001) 

• Get Up and Gol by Nancy 
Carlson (2008) 

• Go WHSh Up by Doering 
TourV111e (200B) 

• Sleep by Paul Showers (1997) 

Fuel the Body by Doaring 
Tourville (2008) 

Introducllon to the systems of the 
hUman body and associated body 
parts 

Under Your Skin: Your AfTI<)zlng 
Body by Miele Manning (2007) 

Me and My Amazing Body by 
Joan Sweeney (1999) 

The Human Body by GaUimard 
Jeunesse(2007) 

The Busy Body Book by lIzzy 
Rockwell (200B) 

First EncyclopedIa of the 
HUman Body by Fiona Chandler 
(2004) 

Taking care of your body: Germs, 
diseases, and preventing Illness 

Germs Mflke Me Sick by Marilyn 
Berger (1995) 

Tiny Life 0/1 Your Body by 
Christine T<lylor-Butler (2005) 

Germ Stories by Arthur 
Kornberg (2007) 

All About Scabs by 
GenichlroY;;lgu (199B) 

Digestive lind excretory systems 

What Happens to a Hamburger 
by Paul Showers (1985) 

The Digestive System by 
Christine Taylor-Sutler (2008) 

The Digestive System by 
Rebecca L. Johnson (2006) 

Clreuletory system 

• The Heart by Seymour Simon 
(2006) 

• The Heart and Circulation by 
Carol Ballard (2005) 

• The CirCUlatory System by 
Kristin Petrie (2007) 

The Dlgest/ve System by Kristin • The Amazing Circulatory System 
Petrie (2007) by John Burstein (2009) 

Taking care of your body: 
Heallhy eating and nutrition 

• Good Enough to Eat by LlZlY -
Rockwell (1999) 

• Showdown at the Food PYramId 
by Rex Barron (2004) 

Muscular, skeletlll, and nervous 
system. 

The Mighty Muscular rind 
SkeletiJl Systems Crabtree 
Publishing (2009) 

Muscles by Seymour Snnon 
(199B) 

• Bones by Seymour Simon 
(1998). 

The Astounding Nervous System 
Crabtree Publishing (2009) 

The Nervous System by Joene 

Respiratory system 

• The Lungs by Seymour Simon 
(2007) 

• The Respiratory System by 
Susan Glass (2004) 

• The Respiratory System by 
Kristin Petrie (2007) 

• Tile Remarkr1ble Resplr.1lory 
System by John Burstein (2009) 

Endocrine system 

The Endocrine System by 
Rebecca Olien (2006) 

The Exciting Endocrine System 
by John Burstein (2009) 

~~~~-~-~-~--~---.-~-----~~----~---~~-~--~~~~~-----~---.-~~~-~---------
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 
The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the 
end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade~specifJc standards are necesSary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing additional specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.· 

Note on range and content 
of student reading 

To become college ard career ready, 
students must grapple with works 
of exceptional craft and thought 
whose range extends across genres, 
cultures. and centuries. Such works 
offer profound Insights into the human 
conditIon and serve as models for 
students' own thinking and writing. 
Along with hIgh-quality contemporary 
works, these texts should be chosen 
from among semInal U.S. documents, 
the classics of American literature, and 
the timeless dramas of Shakespeare. 
Through wide and deep reading of 
literature and literary nonfiction of 
steadily Increasing sophlstlcat/on, 

students gain a reservoIr of literary 
and cultural knowledge, references, 
and images,' the ability to evaluate 
intricate arguments: and the capacity 
to surmount the challenges posed by 
complex texts, 

Key Idea. and DetaUs 

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from It; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclUsions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central Ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and Ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why Individuals. events, and Ideas develop and Interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text. including determining technical. connotative, and figurative 
meanIngs, and analyze how speclffc word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts. IncludIng how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
(e.g .• a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how poInt of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented In diverse formats and media, Including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as In words. f 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims In a text. including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and Informational texts Independently and proficiently. 

'Piease see MResearch to Build Knowledge" In Writing and "Comprehension and Collaboration" In Speaking and listening for 
additional standards relevant to gathering. assessing, and applying Information from print and dlgltol sources. 

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12 II 
The following standards offer a focus for Instruction each year and help ensure that students gaIn adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. RIgor is also 
Infused through the requirement that students read IncreaSingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancIng through the grades are expected to meet 
each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop Skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

Cite textual evidence to support analysiS of what 
the text says expUcJtty as well as Inferences drawn 
from the text. 

Cite several pieces of textual evIdence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
Inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text sayS expllc1t1y 
as well as Inferences drawn from the text. 

2. DetermIne a theme or central idea of a text and 2. Determ!ne a theme or central Idea of a text and 2. Determine a theme or central Idea of a text and 
how It Is conveyed through particular details; anaiyze Its development over the course of the analyze its development over the course of the text. 
provide a summary of the text distinct from text; provide an objective summary of the text. Including Its relationshIp to the characters, setting, 

_ ~_~~_ers_on_al_~!,_'n_'o_ns ~}~_dg_m_en_t$.:~~~. ____ ~ _____ ~ __ ~ __ ~ _________ ~ ___ and p~ot; provIde a~b~~~~~~~ry of ~~~:.._ 

3. DescrIbe how a particular story's or drama's plot 3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
unfolds In a serIes of episodes as well as how the drama interact (e.g .• how setting shapes the 
characters respond or change as the plot moves characters or piot). 
toward a resolution. 

3. Analyze how partlcuiar lines of dialogue or 
incidents In a story or drama propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decIsion. 

~9Yj[tm.SJ£[~Ui~~'fEt • .JI~.:!f'iilw~~~~~~~~ 
4. Determine the meanIng of words and phrases as 

they are used In a text. Including figurative and 
connotative meanings; anatyze the Impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza fits Into the overall structure of 
a text and contributes to the development of the 
theme. setting, or plot. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text. IncludIng figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the Impact 
of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
aniteration) on a specIfic verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama. 

5, Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or 
structure (e.g .. soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to 
Its meaning. 

6. Explain how an author develops the point of view 6. Analyze how an author deveiops and contrasts 
of the narrator or speaker In a text. the paints of view of different characters or 

narrators ina text. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text,lnciuding figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the Impact 
of speCific word choices on meaning and tone. 
Including analogies or allusIons to other texts. 

5. Compare and contrast the- structure of two or more 
texts and analyze how the differing structure of 
each text contributes to Its meaning and style. 

6. Analyze how differences In the points of view of the 
characters and the audience or reader (e.g" created 
through the use of dramatic Irony) create such 
effects as suspense or humor. ---- .. ---~--- ---,. 
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Reading Standards for Literature 6-12 II 

7. compare and contrast the experience of reading 
a story. drama, or poem to listening to or viewing 
an audio, video, or live version of the text, 
Including contrasting what they "see" and ~hear~ 
when reading the text to what they perceive 

7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or 
poem to its audio. filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique 
to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles In a film). 

1. Analyze the extent to which a flImed or live 
production of a story or drama stays faithful to 
or departs from the text or script, evaluating the 
choices made by the director or actors. 

whe~~~e~.~~~enor~~~~_ .. ___ . "_~ ______ _ 

9. Compare and contrast texts In different forms or 
genres (e.g" stories and poems; historical novels 
and fantasy storIes) In terms of their approaches 
to similar themes and topIcs. 

9, Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
tlme, place. or character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter hIstory. 

B. ___ ~~~~E.~c~~':..~ .. t~etatur~? ___ ~_. __ ~ __ _ 

9, Analyze how a modem work of fiction draws on 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths. traditional stories, or reUglous works such as 
the Bible, IncludIng deSCribing how the material Is 
rendered new, 

;~~~JBI1IIi_~.~r_1fk"~1l4 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10, By the end of the year. read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, Including stories, dramas, and poems, In literature, Including stories, dramas. and poems, In literature, Including stories, dramas, and poems, at 
the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently. the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, the hIgh end of grades 6-8 text complexity band 
with scaffolding as needed at the hIgh end of the with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the Independently and proficiently. 
range, range, 

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12 II 
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade~specitrc standards work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former providing 
broad standards. the latter prOVIding additional specificity. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysiS of what the text 
says expliCitly as well as Inferences drawn from the text. 

2, Determine a theme or central Idea of a text and analyze In detail Its 
development over the course at the text, including how It emerges and Is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as Inferences drawn from the text. Including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine two or more themes or central Ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, Including how they Interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g .• those with multfple or conf11cUng 3, Analyze the impact of the author'S choices regarding how to develop and 
motlvatrons) develop over the course of a text, Interact with other characters, relate elements of a story or drama (e,g" where a story Is set, how the action is 
and advance the plot or develop the theme, ordered, how the characters ate Introduced and developed). 

;:'?J~~~_r.&~~ltllif~~"',Bl\j) •• iW~.,m1 
4. DetermIne the meaning of words and phrases as they are used In the text, 

IncludIng figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative Impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e,g., how the language evokes 
a sense of time and place; how It sets a formal or Informal tone), 

5, Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text. order 
events within It (e.g" parallel plots), and manipulate time (e,g., pacing, 
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used In the text, 
Including figurative and connotative meanings: analyze the Impact of speclflc 
word choices on meaning and tone, Including words with multiple meanings or 
language that Is particularly fresh. engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 

5, Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of 
a text (e,g., the choice of where to begIn or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to Its overall structure and meanIng as 
well as Its aesthetic Impact. 

6, Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected In a work of 6, Analyze a case In which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what Is 
literature from outside the United States, drawing On a wide reading of world directly stated In a text from what Is realty meant (e.g" satire, sarcasm, Irony, or 
literature, understatement). 

~rtjIl~~rilf(lIqll&um~i~~lH!!il~lif~~r~D_lm~1iI~~{tI~lIl%WJtitr{§~~It~~i.'jffilfJ[~~~~rfi%; 
7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene In two different artistic 7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama. or poem (e.g" recorded or live 

mediums, IncludIng what is emphasized or absent In each treatment (e,g" production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
Auden's "Musee des Beaux ATts~ and Breu9hel's Landscape with the Fall of Interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one 
Icarus), play by an American dramatist.) 

8, (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applJcable to literature) 

9, Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specifiC 9. Demonstrate knowledge of elghteenth~. nlneteenth~ and early-twentieth-century 
work (e,g" how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or foundational works of American Hterature, including how two or more texts from 
how a Jater author draws on a play by Shakespeare), the same period treat similar themes or topics, 

JiiKiJmr~~M8~ui~RitT~tm:!PIEt~!i,¥iJ~~!~~~~rm¥jil~{ttl{8JPJiNl!!&tJjm.kit1l1JJV~fi~~1D'ifaiff~TitMllft) 
10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including .stories, 10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including .stories, 

dramas, and poems, In the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with dramas, and poems, In the grades ll-CCR text complexity band proficiently. with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. scaffoldIng as needed at the high end of the range, 
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature.induding stories, By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend Hterature. Including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades ll-CCR text compleXity band 
Independently and proficiently. Independently and prOficiently, 

- ~ -_. __ • ---- -- ---- +--- -- - • 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12 II 

Cite textual evidence to support analysIs of 
what the text says explicitly as well as Inferences 
drawn from the text. 

CIte several pieces of textual evidence to support 1. 
analysIs of what the text says explicitly as well as 
Inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite the textual evIdence that most strongly supports 
an analYsis of what the text says explicitly as welt as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central Idea of a text and how It 2. Determine two or more central Ideas In a toxt 2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
is conveyed through particular details: provide and analyze their development over the course development over the course of the text, Including Its 
a summary of the text distinct from personal of the text; provide an objective summary of the relationshiP to supporting Ideas; provide an objective 

~. _~~plnIO~_?r Jud~~.'.....-~ __ ~ ________ ~!~"~_ .. _________ ~ _________ summary~L! __ ~t~~, ___________ _ 

3, Analyze In detail how a key Individual, event, or 3. Analyze the Interactions between Individuals, 3, Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
Idea Is Introduced, Illustrated, and elaborated In a events, and Ideas In a text (e.g., how Ideas distinctions between Individuals, Ideas, or events 
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). Influence Individuals or events, or how Indlvldual$ (e,g., through comparl$ons, analogies, or categorIes). 

Influence Idea$ or events), 

;~~a~-~~II.I.IIII~-··I~I·~~,I.~-I·_I· III~~~~*~~~~~ 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used In a text, Including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits Into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes to the development of 
the Ideas. 

6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose 
In a text and explain how It Is conveyed In the 
text. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used In a text, Including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
Impact of a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone. 

5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize 
a text, Including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to the development 
of the Ideas, 

6. Determine an author's point of view or 
purpose In a text and analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her poSit/on from that of 
others. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used In a text-Including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
speCIfic word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts, 

5. Analyze In detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph In a text. including the role of particular 
sentences In developing and reflnlng a key concept. 

6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose In a 
text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

QljJaI1~~""'~~.iliJ1Ul'li~jJl:K~"IlR 
7. Integrate Information presented In different 

media or formats (e.g" visually, quantitatively) 
as well as In words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or Issue. 

7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, 
or multimedia version of the text, analYZing each 
medium's portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the 
delivery of a speech affects the Impact of the 
words), 

7. Evaluate the adVantages and disadvantages of using 
different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, 
multimedIa) to present a particular topic or Idea. 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims In a text, distinguishIng claims that are 
sUPported by reasons Md evidence from claims 
that are not. 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims In a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
Is sound nnd the evidence is relevont and 
sufficient to support the claims. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims In a text, asseSSing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize When irrelevant evidence Is Introduced. 

--_.-" -.'~ -- ---. -~--

9. Compare and contrast one author's presentation 9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about 9. Analyze a case In which two or more texts provide 
of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir the same topic shape theIr presentations of key conflicting Information on the same topic and 
written by and a biography on the same person). Information by emphaSizing different evidence or Identity where the texts disagree on matters of fact 

advancing different Interpretations of facts. or interpretation. 

~"~~~ilIIII1._ 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 

literary nonfIction In the grades 6-8 text literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text nonfIction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band profiCiently, with scaffolding as complexity band profiCiently, with scaffolding as complexity band Independently and profiCiently, 

~_~'2!.~,:~~~:~lgh e_n~.~fthe ra~ _______ ~~~~_e_~~~~~_~~d of ~~~-=~ _________ ._.~_. _______ . ~ __ " _____________ _ 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12 II 
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former providing 
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Cite strOng and thorough textual eVidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as Inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central Idea of a text and analyze Its development over the course 
of the text, Including how It emerges and IS shaped and refined by specifiC 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as Inferences drawn from the text. Including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. DetermIne two or more centralldeas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text, Including how they Interact and build on one another 
to provide a complex analysis; provide an ob/ectlve summary of the text, 

3, Analyze how the author unfolds an analysiS or series of Ideas or events, 3. Analyze a complex set of Ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
Including the order In which the points are made, how they are Introduced and IndivIduals, Ideas, or events Interact and develop over the course of the text. 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

:?lmt1f~mr1i~"'~_'Jm .. ~tB'~~W~~~~_a~"~M~ 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used In a text, 

Including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative Impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the 
language ~~~ cou!' o~I~IO~ dl~f~.~ rro~~_h_~t •. ~! a_n_~~~j)ap~r), 

5. Analyze in detail how an author's Ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences. paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used In a text, 
Including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text 
(e.g" how Madison defines faction In Federalist No. 10). 

5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or 
her exposition or argument, Including whether the structure makes paints clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

6. Determine an author's point of vieW or purpose in a text and analyze how an 6. Determine an author's poInt of view or purpose In a text In which the rhetoric Is 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. partfcularly effective. analYZing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

;)Kt~7I{f§~(1R{~~:fl~~L~!I;ml_.lA~B'~llfi:~1i~~A~~I5_tl{i~itr.{~~lk~~itl~~JI1~~~ 
7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told In different mediums (e.g., a 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of Information presented In different 

person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are media or formats (e.g., visually. Quantitatively) as welt as in words In order to 
emphasized In each account. address a question or solve a problem, 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims In a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning Is vaUd and the evidence Is relevant and sufficient; 
Identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

8. "'Delineate and evaluate the reasoning In seminal U.S. texts, Including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premIses, purposes, 
and arguments In works of public advocacy (e.g" The Federalist, presidential 
addresses), 

9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historIcal and literary significance (e.g., 9. Analyze seventeenth-, elghteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational US. 
Washington's Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's Four documents of historical and literary slgniflcance (Including The Declaration of 
Freedoms speech, Klng's "letter from Birmingham Jair~), Including how theY Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln'S 
address related themes and concepts. Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

~,eMiXij1v~~~~m9~lf[~~.$~M~~]l~I~~jW1tJl~fJi~11;t;mw~~)i~~=g 
to. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction In the grades to. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high l1-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range, end of the range. 
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end 
end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band Independently and proficiently. of the grades ll-CCR text complexity band independently and profiCiently. 

KSBE000845 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
The grades 6~12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the 
end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing additional specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Note on range and content 
of student writing 

For students, writing is a key means 
of asserting and defending claIms, 
showing what they know about a 
subject. and conveying what they 

Text Types and Purposes' 

1. Write arguments to support claims In an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 

have experienced, Imagined. thought, 
and felt. To be college- and career
ready writers, students must take 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex Ideas and Information clearly and accurately 
through the effectfve selection. organization, and analysis of content. 

task, purpose, and audience into 
careful consideration. choosing words, 
information, structures, and formats 
deliberately. They need to know how 
to combine elements of different 

3. WrIte narfatlves to develop real or Imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing In which the developmeht, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience, 

kinds of writing-for example, to (lse 

narrative strategies within argument 
and explanation Within narratJve-
to produce complex and nuanced 
writing. They need to be able to S. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by plannIng, revisIng, editing, rewriting, or trying a neW approach. 

6, Use technology, Including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to Interact and collaborate with others. 
use technology strategically when 
creating, reffnlng, and collaborating on 
writing, They have to become adept 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. CondUct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under Investigation. 

8. Gather relevant Information from multiple print and digital sovrces, assess the credlblllty and accuracy of each 
source, and Integrate the InformatIon white avoiding plagiarism. 

at gathering Information, evaluating 
sources, and citing material accurately, 
reporting findings from their research 
and analysis of sources in a clear 
and cogent manner. They must have 
the ffexiblllty, concentration, and 
fluency to prodtlce hIgh-quality first
draft text under a tight deadline as 
well as the capacity to revisit and 
make improveme/lts to a piece of 
wri/ing over multiple dfiJfls when 
circumstances encourage or require it. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or Informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for researcil, reflection. and reVision) and shorter tlrne frames (a 
single sItting or a day or twO) tor a range of tasks, purposes. and audiences. 

'These broad types of writing Include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. 

Writing Standards 6-12 II 
The following standards for grades 6~12 offer a focus for Instruction each year to help ensure that students gaIn adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications, Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate Increasing sophistication In all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to 
the development and organization of Ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the gfiJdes are 
expected to meet each year's grade·speclffc standards and retain or fUrther develop skills and understandings mastered In preceiJing grades. The expected growth 
In student writing ability Is reflected both In the standards themselves and In the collection of annotated student writing samples In Appendix C, 

Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 
e, Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons 

and eVidence clearly, 
b, Support clalm(s) with clear reasons and 

relevant eVidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topIc 
or text. 

c, Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarifY the 
relationshIps among claim(s) and reasons. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from the argument presented. 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey Ideas, concepts, and Information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of (elevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize Ideas. concepts. 

and Information, USing strategIes such as 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect: Include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts. tables), 
and multimedia when useful to aidIng 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
defInitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other Information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 
relatIonshIps among Ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to Inform about or explaIn the 
topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. ProvIde a concludIng statement or section that 

follows from the information or explanatfon 
presented. 

Write arguments to support dalms with dear 
reasons and relevant evIdence. 
a. IntrodUce clalm(s). acknowledge alternate or 

oppOSing claims. and organize the reasons and 
evidence logIcally. 

b. Support clalm(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate. credIble 
sources and demonstrating an understanding 
of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases. and dauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d, Estabnsh and maintain a formal style. 
e, Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the argument 
presented, 

2, Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topiC and Convey Ideas, concepts, and InformatIon 
through the selection, organIzation. and analySiS 
of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topIc clearly, previewing what 

Is to fonow: organize Ideas. concepts. and 
information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and causel 
effect; Include formatting (e.g., headings). 
graphics (e.g .• charts, tables). and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions. concrete details, quotations, or 
other Information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate tranSitions to create cohesIon 
and clarify the relationshIps among Ideas and 
concepts. 

d. Use precIse language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to Inform about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the Information 
or explanation presented. 

Write arguments to support claIms with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce clalm(s), acknowledge and 

distinguish the clalm(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims. and organize the reasons and 
evidence loglcalty. 

b. Support clalm(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding 
of the topiC or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarity the relationships among 
clalm(s), counterclaims, reasons. and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey Ideas, concepts, and Information 
through the selection, organization. and analYsis of 
relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly. previewing what 

Is to follow; organize Ideas, concepts, and 
Information into broader categories; Include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g .• 
charts. tables). and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehensIon. 

b. Develop the topiC with relevant. well-chosen 
facts. definitions. concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied translUons to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
Ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to Inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 
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Writing Standards 6-12 

3. Write narratives to develop real or Imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing 
a context and Introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transit/on words. phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 
from one time frame or settfng to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descrlptrve detailS, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or Imagined 
experiences or events usIng effective techniqUe, 
relevant descriptive detalis, and well-structured 
event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient Ihe reader by establishing 

a context and point of vIew and Introducing a 
narrator and/or characters: organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logIcally. 

b, Use narratIVe techniques. such as dialogue, 
pacing, and descrlpUon, to develop 
experIences, events, and/or characters, 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and Signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use preCise words and phrases, relevant 
descrIptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the actfon and convey experlances 
and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

3, Write narratives to develop real or Imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive detalls, and well-structured 
event sequences, 

II 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing 
a conte)(t and point of view and IntrodUcing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques. such as dialogue, 
paCing, deSCription, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, 
and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to another. and 
show the relationships amOng experiences and 
events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

r~~m~~'tar~~JIr"'&~~{B.~_i'!W£~ 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing In which 

the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined In standards 1-3 above.) 

5, With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen Writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing. rewriting. or trying 
a new approach. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language stDndards 
1-3 up to and Including grade 6 on page 52.) 

6, Use technology. Including the Internet, to produce 
and publish wrltlng as well as to Interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 
of three pages In a single Sitting, 
-" -+- - "-, .-- -+ -.-- ------ ---

Writing Standards 6-12 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer 
a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the Inquiry when appropriate. 

B, Gather relevant Information from multiple print 
and digital sources; assess the credlbHlty of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others whUe avoiding plagiarism 
and providing basic bibllographic Information for 
sources. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or Informational texts 
to support analYSiS, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g .• "Compare and contrast texts In different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] In terms 
of their approaches to similar themes and 
toplcs~). 

b. Apply grade 6 ReadIng standards to literary 
nonfiction (e,g,. "Trace and evaluate the 
argument and speCific claims In a text. 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evIdence from claimS that are 
non. 

4, Produce clear and coherent writing In which 
the development, organIzation, and style are 
approprIate to task. purpose. and audience, 
(Gradewspedflc expectations for writing types are 
defined In standards 1-3 above.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults. develop and strengthen wrIting as needed 
by planning, revising, edIting. reWriting, or trying 
a new approach, fOCUSing on how well purpose 
;lnd audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and Including grade 
7 on page 52.) 

6. Use technology. Including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link to and cite sources 
as well as to Interact and collaborate wIth others. 
Including /Inking to and citing sources. 

Conduct short research projects to answer 
a question, drawing on several sourceS" and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and Investigation. 

8, Gather relevant Information from multiple print 
and digital sources, usIng search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and qUote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and follOWing 
a standard format for citation, 

9. Draw eVidence from literary or Informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 ReadIng standards to literature 
(e.g., ~Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time. place, or character and 
a historical account of the same period as a 
means of understanding how authors of fiction 
use or alter hlstoryH), 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e,g. "Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims tn a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning Is sound 
and the evidence Is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims·). 

4. Produce clear and coherent wrItIng In which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to taSk, purpose. and aVdlence. 
(Gradewspeciflc eKpectatlons for writing types are 
defined In standards 1-3 above.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen Writing as needed 
by planning, revising. edIting, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how wall purpose 
and oudlence have been addressed, (Edltlng for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 LIp to and Including grade 
8 on page 52.) 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet, to prodUce 
and publish writing and present the relationships 
between Information and Ideas efHclently as well 
as to Interact and collaborate with others, 

II 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (Including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 
--.~--. -"----,--_.-.- ->-",-"----

B. Gather relevant Information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search terms effectiVely; 
assess the credlblJJty and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarIsm and followIng a 
standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or Informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. APply grade 8 Reading standards to literature 

(e,g., "Analyze how a modern work of fiction 
draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths. traditional stories, 
or religIoUS works such as the Bible. Including 
describIng how the material IS" rendered new~). 

b, Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g" ~Dellneate and evaluate 
the argument and specifIc claims In a text, 
asseSsing whether the reasoning Is sound 
and the evIdence Is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when Irrelevant evidence Is 
Introduced~). 

~~~~A1Tk~~?lBB[.Bitfl,vJ!il!t&~~~~~~~a1!iiIrB7I~rZ' 
10, Write routinely over extended Ume frames (time 10. Write routinelY over extended time frames (time 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection. and revision) and shorter for research, reflection. and revision) and shorter for research. reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a Single Sitting or a day or two) for time frames (a Single sitting or a day or two) for time frames (a Single slttlng or a day or two) for 
a range of dlscipUnewspeclfic tasks, purposes, and a range of dlscfpl1ne~speclflc tasks, purposes, and a range of dlsclplinewspecific tasks, purposes. and 
audiences. audiences. aUdiences. 
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Writing Standards 6-12 II 
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former providing 
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Write arguments to support claims In an analysis of substantive topIcs or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a, Introduce precise claim(s), distInguish the clalm(S) from alternate or 

opposing claims. and create an organization that establishes clear 
relationships among c/aim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop cialm(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each 
while poInting out the strengths and limitations of both In a manner that 
anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns, 

c, Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarity the relationships between clalm(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between dalm(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline In which they are writing, 

e, Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented, 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex Ideas, 
concepts. and Information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex Ideas, concepts, and Information to 

make important connections and distinctions; indude formatting (e.g" 
headings), graphics (e,g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehensIon. 

b, Develop the topic with Well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts. extended 
definitions, concrete details, Quotations, or other Informatron and examples 
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic, 

c, Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relatlonshlps among complex Ideas and 
concepts. 

d, Use preclse language and domaln,speclffc vocabulary to manage the 
comple)(lty of the topiC, 

e, Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tOne while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline In which they are writing, 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the Information or explanation presented (e.g" articulating Implications or 
the significance of the tople), 

Writing Standards 6-12 

3, Write narratIves to develop real or Imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, sltuatfon, or 

observation, establiShing one or multtple polnt(s) of vIew, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters: create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events, 

b. Use narrative techniQues, such as dialogue, pacing, description. reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a varIety of techniqUes to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what Is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

Write arguments to support claims In an analysis of substantive topiCS or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence, 
a, Introduce precise, knowledgeable clalm(s), establish the significance of the 

clalm{S), distinguish the clalm(S) from altornate or oppOSing claims, and 
create an organiZation that logically sequences clalm{s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence, 

b. Develop clalm(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases, 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarity the relationshIps between 
clalm(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims, 

d. Estabtish and maintain a formal style and objective tone whlle attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline In which they are writing. 

e. Provide a condudlng statement or section that foHows from and supports 
the argument presented. 

""-" -" - - --. -_." -. -

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex Ideas, 
concepts, and Information clearly and accurately through the effective selectIon, 
organIzation, and analysIs of content, 
a, IntrodUce a topIc; organize complex Ideas, concepts, and Information so 

that each new element builds on that which precedes It to create a unified 
whole; Include formatting (e,g" headings), graphics (e.g" figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension, 

b, Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most sIgnificant and relevant 
facts. extended definitions, concrete details, QuotatIons, Ot other Information 
and examples appropriate to the audience's knOWledge of the topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
Jdeas and concepts, 

d, Use precise language, domain-spedflc vocabulary. and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topIc. 

e. Establish rind maintain rI formal style nnd objecttve tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline In which they are writing. 

f, Provide a condudlng statement or section that fOllows from and supports 
the Information or explanatron presented (e.g" articulating Impllcatlons or 
the significance of the topic). 

II 

3, Write narratives to develop real or ImagIned experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details. and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 

observation and Its slgnlflcance, establishing one or mUltiple polnt(s) 
of vIew, and IntroducIng a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experIenCes or events. 

b. Use narrative techniQues, such as dIalogue. paclng, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines. to develop experIences, events, and/or characters, 

c, Use a variety of techniQues to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e,g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution), 

d, Use precIse words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivId picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e, Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what Is experienced, 
observed, or resolved OVet the course of the narrative. 

:jj9,R~~R1mtmr\!f~91WIDIi!.Ml_1It'fj.l;~'!JI'I,.~t~m;,1!i~;;;~~MlrfElilm 
4, Produce clear and coherent writing In which the development, organization, 4, Produce clear and coherent writing In which the development, organization. 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience, (Grade-specific and style are appropriate to task, pUrpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined In standards 1-3 above.) expectations for writing types are defined In standards 1-3 above,) 

5, Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revIsing, editing, 
reWriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what Is most 
signiflcant for a specific purpose and audience, (Editing for conventlons should 
demonstrate command of language standards 1-3 up to and Including grades 
9-10 on page 54.) 

6, Use technology, Including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
Individual Dr shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's 
capacity to link to other information and to display information fleXIbly and 
dynamically, 

5. Develop and strengthen wrltrng as needed by planning, revIsing, editing, 
rewriting, or tryIng a new approach, focusing on addressing what Is most 
sIgnificant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and Indudlng grades 
11-12 on page 54,) 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products In response to ongoing feedback, 
Including new arguments or Information. 

j~f~)!!1(~!pJ!qr!1i!a9;l!i~1ibmaw1LB[~]11~wz~W~~~~t;11Jt1J.ll~2r~~.i~Wi~}~§';{~I~pJiri}1~ID~~~~1~t~lr~~~ 
7, Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a Question 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a Question 

(Including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden (Including a self-generated QUestion) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, the inQuiry when appropriale; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. demonstrating understanding of the subject under Investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative prInt and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectivelY; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research Question: integrate Information Into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of Ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format tor citation. 

8. Gather relevant Information from multiple authoritatiVe print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of 
each source In terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information 
Into the text selectively to maintain the flow of Ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on anyone source and following a standard format for citation, 
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Writing Standards 6-12 II 

9. Draw evldenc& from literary or Informational texts to support analysis. 
reflect/on, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or Informational texts to support analysIs, 
reflection, and research. 

ii, Apply grpdes 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g" "Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material In a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topIc from Ovid or the Bible or how it later 
author draws on a play by Shakespeare]-). 

a. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.9" ~Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth·, nineteenth- and early-twentJeth-century 
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topicS"). 

b. Apply grades 9-10 ReadIng standards to Uterary nonfiction (e.g" "Delineate 
and evaluate the argument and speclrlc claims In a t(lxt, assessIng whether 
the reasoning Is: valid and the evidence Is relevant and sufficIent; IdentIfy 
false statements and fallacious reasonlng~), 

b. APPly grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., uDel/neate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U,S. texts, Including the appUcation 
of constltutfonal principles and use of legal reasoning (e,g" in U.S, Supreme 
Court Case majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and 
arguments In works of pubUc advocacy [e,g" The Federalist, presidential 
addresses1~), 

~~J~~~ 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflectron, and 

revIsion) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences, 

10, Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflectIon, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 
for Speaking and Listening 
The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages defIne what students should understand and be able to do by the 
end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade-specIfic standards are necessary complements-the former providIng broad standards, the latter 
providing addltronal specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

Prepare for and participate effectively In a range of conversatfons and collaborations with dIverse partners, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate Information presented In diverse medIa and formats, Including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Present Information, findings, and supporting eVidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development. and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Make strategiC use of digital medIa and visual displays of data to express Information and enhance understandIng 
of presentatfons. 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communIcative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Note on range and content of 
student speaking and listening 

To become col/ege and career 
ready, students must have ample 
opportunities to take part In a variety 
of rich. structured conversations-as 
part of a whole class. In small groups, 
and with a partner-built around 
Important content in various domains. 
Th ey must be able to contribute 
approprIately to these conversations, 
to make comparisons and contrasts, 
and fa analyze and synthesize a 
multitude of Ideas in accordance with 
the standards of evidence approprIate 
to a partIcular discipline. Whatever 
their Intended major or professIon, high 
school graduates will depend heavily 
on their ability to /lsten attentively to 
others so that they are able to build 
on others' meritorious Ideas while 
expressing their own clearfy and 
persuasively, 

New technologIes have broadened and 
expanded the role that speaking and 
listening play in acquiring and sharing 
knowledge and hilve tightened their 
link to other forms of communication. 
The Internet has accelerated the 
speed at which connections between 
speakIng, listening, reading, and writing 
can be made, requiring that students 
be ready to use these modalities nearly 
sImultaneously. Technology itself 
is changIng quickly, creating a new 
urgency for students to be adaptable In 
response to change. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12 II 
The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction in each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills 
and applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year's grade-specific standards and retain or fUrther develop skills and 
understandings m;)stered In preceding grades, 

Engage effectively In a range of coUaboralJve 
diSCUssions (one-on-one, In groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topfcs, 
texts, and Issues, building on others' Ideas and 
expressing their OWn clearly. 
a, Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; expl1dUy draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reftect on 
Ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions. set 
specific goals and deadlines. and deftne 
Individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboratIon and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topiC, text, or Issue 
under dIscussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 
demonstrate understanding of multiple 
perspectives through reflection and 
paraphrasing. 

2. Interpret Information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visuallY, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how It contributes to a topic, text, or 
issue under study. 

3. Delineate a speaker's argument and specific 
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

4. Present claims nnd findings, seqUencing Ideas 
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, 
and details to accentuate maIn Ideas or themes; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, 
and clear pronunciation, -----_._.-

5, Include multimedia components (e.g" graphics, 
images, music, sound) and visual displays tn 
presentations to clarify Information. 
- -

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
Indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specifiC 
expectations.) 

Engage effectively In a range of collaborative 
diSCUssions (one-on-one, In groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and Issues, building on others' Ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 

or researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic. text, or Issue to probe 
and retlect on ideas under discussion, 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, 
and define IndiVidual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments 
with relevant observatIons and Ideas that bring 
the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new InformatIon expressed by 
others and, when warranted, modify their own 
Views. 

2. Analyze the main Ideas and supporting details 
presented In diverse media and fOrmats (e.g" 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
Ideas clarify a topIc, text, or Issue under study. 

3. DeUneate a speaker's argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence, 

4, Present claIms and findings, emphasizing 
salient pOints In a focused. coherent manner 
with pertinent descriptions, facts, details. and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact. adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation, 

. ""-------_ .. 
5. Include multimedia components and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize salient points. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indIcated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific 
expectations.) 

Engage effectively In a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-an-one, In groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topIcS. 
texts. and Issues, building on others' Ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 

or researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evIdence on the topic, text, or Issue to probe 
and reflect on Ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward 
specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roleS as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the Ideas of 
several speakers and respond to others' 
questions and comments with relevant 
eVidence, observations, and Ideas, 

d. Acknowledge new Information expressed 
by others, and. when warranted. qualify or 
justify their own views In light of the evidence 
presented. 

2. Analyze the purpose of Information presented 
In diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively. orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g" social, commercial, political) behind Its 
presentation. 

3. Delineate a speaker's argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and relevance and suffIciency of the evidence and 
Identifying when Irrelevant evIdence Is Introduced. 

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points In a focused, coherent manner with relevant 
eVidence. sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen 
details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volUme. and clear pronunciation. 

--------- -- -- --
5, Integrate mUltimedia and visual displays Into 

presentations to clarity Information, strengthen 
claims and eVidence, and add Interest. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
Indicated or approPriate. (See grade 8 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific 
expectattons.) 

Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12 II 
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former providing 
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity, 

initiate and participate effectively In a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-an-one, In groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 
topiCS, texts, and Issues. building on others' Ideas and expressIng their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared. having read and researched material under 

study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from 
texts and other research on the topiC or Issue to stimulate a thOUghtful, 
weU~reasoned exchange of Ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and declsion-maldng 
(e.g" Informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of 
alternate views), dear goals and deadlines. and Individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger Ideas: actively Incorporate 
others into the discussion: and clarify, verify, or challenge Ideas and 
conclusions. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives. summarize pOints of 
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or Justify their 
own views and Understanding and make neW connections In light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented, 

2. Integrate multiple sources ot information presented In diverse medIa or formats 2. 
(e.g" visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credIbility and accuracy of 
each source. 

InItiate and participate effectively In a range of collaborative discussions (one· 
on-one. In groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topIcs. 
texts, and Issues, building on others' Ideas and expressing thetr own clearly and 
persuasively,. 
a. Come to diSCUssions prepared, having read and researched material under 

study; expllcltly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topiC or Issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well
reasoned exchange of Ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussIons and declsion~ 
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish indIvIdual roles as 
needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence: ensure a hearing for a full range of posItions on a 
topiC or Issue; clarify, verify, or challenge Ideas and conclUSions: and promote 
divergent and creatlve perspectives, 

d, Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives: synthesize Comments, claims. 
and evidence made on aU sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional Information or research Is required 
to deepen the Investigation or complete the task. 

Integrate multiple sources of Information presented In diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) In order to make Informed decisions 
and solve problems. evaluating the credlb1l1ty and accuracy of each source and 
noting any discrepancies among the data. 

3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoriC, 3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetorIc, 
Identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. assessing the stance, premises, links among Ideas. word choice, points of 

emphaSis. and tone used. 

:·,Wj8!ItlURMLfW?~i~~~Efi1t11~IM._ili~~lftf~1i§a~~~lf~mD1t~~.lii~~kw~1fi~1r~f~i~~~¥~JPJ 
4. Present Information. findings, and supporting evIdence clearly, concisely, 4. Present Information, fIndIngs, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 

and logically such that Hsteners can follow the line of reasoning and the and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
organiZation. development. substance, and style are appropriate to purpOSe, alternative or oppOSing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
audience. and task. development. substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, aUdience, and a 

range of formal and Informal tasks, 

5. Make strategIc use of digital media (e.g .. textual. graphical, audio. visual, and 
Interactive elements) In presentations to enhance understanding of findtngs, 
reasoning. and evidence and to add Interest. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. demonstratlng command 
of formal English when Indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on pages 54 for specifiC expectations.) 

5, Make strategiC use of digital media (e.g., te)(tual, graphical, audio. visual. and 
interactJve elements) In presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 
of formal English when Indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language 
standards I and 3 on page 54 for speCIfiC e)(pectatlons.) 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language Note on range and content 
of student language use The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages deffne what students should understand and be able to do by the 

end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and ~rade·specitlc standards are necessary complements-the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing addrtlonal specificity-that together define the skU/s and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

To be cof/ege and career ready In 
language, students must have firm 
control over the conventions of 
standard English. At the same time, 
they must come to appreciate that 
language Is as at least as much a 
matter of craft as of rules and be 
able to choose words, syntax, and 
punctuatfon to express themselves 
and achieve particular functions and 
rhetorical effects. They must also 
have extensIve vocabularies, built 
through readIng and study, enabling 
them to comprehend complex texts 
and engage in purposeful writing 

about and conversations around 
content. They need to become 
skilled In determining or clarifying 
the meaning of words and phrases 
they encounter, choosing fleXibly 
from an array of strategIes to aId 
them. They must learn to see an 
indMdual word as part of a network 
of other words-words, for example, 
that have similar denotations but 
different connotations. The Inclusion 
of Language standards In their 

Conventions of Standard EngJlsh 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

2. ~~I~~~.strate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation. and spelling when 

Knowledge of Language 

3. Apply knowledge. of language to understand how language functions In different contexts, to make effective 
choIces for meamng or style. and to comprehend more fully when readIng or iJstenlng. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. 

5. 

6. 

Determine or clarIfy the meaning of unknown and multiple-meanIng words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specIalized reference materIals, as approprIate. 

Demonstrate understandIng of figurative language, word relationships. and nuances In word meanings. 

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases suffictent for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level: demonstrate Independence In 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase Important to comprehension or expressIon. 

own strand should not be Ulken as 
an indici1tion that skills related to 
c'oflventions, effective /i1nguage use, 
and vocabulary are unimportant 
to reading, writing, speakIng, and 
listening; Indeed, they are inseparable 
from such contexts. 

Language Standards 6-12 • The follOWing standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Students advancing through the grades ate expected to meet each year's gtade~specific standards and retain Ot further develop skills and 
understandings m{l$tered In preceding grades. Beginning In grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention In higher 
grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterIsk ('). See the table on page 56 for a complete listing and 
Appendix A for an example of how these skills develop In sophistication, 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speakIng. 
e, Ensure that pronouns are In the prOper case 

(subjective, obJectIve, possessive). 
b, Use Intensive pronouns (el;J" myself, 

ourselves), 
c, Recognize and correct Inappropriate shifts in 

pronoun number and person.' 
d, Recognize and correct vague pronouns 

(i.e" ones wIth unclear or ambIguous 
antecedents): 

e, RecognIze Variations from standard English 
in their own and others' writing and 
speakIng, and Identify and use strategies to 
Improve expressIon In conventional language: 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelUng when writing, 
a, Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, 

dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements." 

b. Spell correctly. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard Engl1sh grammar and usage when 
writing or speakIng, 
a. Explain the fUnction of phrases and clauses 

In general and their function In specific 
sentences. 

b, Choose among simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex sentences to signal 
differing relationships among IdeaS. 

e, Place phrases and clauses wIthin a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and 
dangling modiflers." 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, pUnctuation. and 
spelling when writing. 
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate 

adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoYiJble 
movie but not He wore an old[J green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly, 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. 
a. Explain the fUnction of verbals (gerunds. 

particIples, InfinlUves) In general and their 
function In particular sentences. 

b, Form and use verbs In the active and passive 
voice, 

c. Form and use verbs In the Indicative, imperative, 
Interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive 
mood, 

d. Recognize and correct Inappropriate shifts in 
verb voIce and mood,· 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelUng when writing. 
a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to 

Indicate a pause or break. 
b. Use an ellipsIs to Indicate an omission. 
c. Spell correctly. 

2.RV.t~tt.~1!i~t~iI~_ii~~lfk?£~l~~ •• tft.$_~_.illw~Jmtrfi1~m~r1lkt4f~~11lJ 
3. Use knowledge of language and tts conventions 3. Use knowledge of language and Its conventions 3. Use knowledge of language and Its conventions 

when writing, speaking, readIng, or listening. when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. when writing, speaking, reading, or listening, 
a, vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/ a. Choose language that expresses Ideas a. Use verbs In the active and passIve Voice and 

listener Interast, and style.' precisely and concisely, recognizing and in the conditional and subjunctIve mood to 
b, MaIntain consistency In style and tone.' eliminating wordiness and rcdundancy,' achieve particular effects (e,g" emphaSIzing the 

actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or 
describing a state contrary to fact), 
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Language Standards 6-12 .. 
4. Oetermlne or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies, 

4, Determine of clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies, 

4. Determine or clarIfy the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meanIng words or phrases based on grade 
8 readfng and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategIes, 

5. 

6. 

a. Use context (e.g" the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word's position 
or function In a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word 01' phrase. 

b. Use common. grade-appropriate Greek or 
latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience. auditory, audible). 

c. Consult reference materials (e,g., dlctlonatles, 
glossaries, thesauruses). both print and 
digital, to tlnd the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarity Its precise meaning or Its 
part of speech. 

d. Verify the preHmlnary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g" by 
checking the Inferred meanIng In context or In 
a dictionary). 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances In word 
meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 

personification) In context. 
b. Use the relattonshlp between partrcular words 

(e,g" cause/effect. part/whole. Item/category) 
to better understand each of the words, 

c. DistingUIsh among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e,g., sUngy, 
scrImpIng, economical, ulllvMtefuf, thrifty), 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-speclf1c words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considermg a word or phrase Important to 
comprehension or expression. 

a. Use context (e.g" the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word's poSition 
or function In a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use Common, grade-appropriate Greek or 
Latfn affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e,g., bellfgerent, bellicose. rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g~ dictionaries, glossaries. 
thesauruses). both print and dIgital. to nnd 
the pronunciation of a word or determine 
or clarify its precise meaning or Its part of 
speech. 

d, Vertfy the preliminary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the Inferred meaning In context or In 
a dictionary), 

5. Demonstrate understanding of flguratlve 
language. word relationships, and nuances In word 
meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary. 

biblical. and mythological allusions) In context, 
b. Use the relationship between partIcular words 

(e.g .. synonym/antonym, analogy) to better 
understand eoch of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g .. refined. 
respectful. pO/lte, dIplomatic, COfldescending). 

6, Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases: gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expressIon. 

a. Use context (e.g .. the overall meanmg of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word's position or 
function In a sentence) as a clue to the meanIng 
of a word or phrase, 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g" precede, recede, secede). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g .• dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digItal, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarIfy 
Its precise meaning or Its part of speech. 

d, Verify the preliminarY determination of the 
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the Inferred meaning In context or In a 
dictionary). 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g, verbal Irony, 

puns) In context. 
b, Use the relationship between particular words 

to beUer understand each of the words. 
c, DistinguIsh among the connotations 

(aSSOCiations) of words with similar denotations 
(derinIUons) (e.g .. bullheaded. wt7ffuf, firm, 
persistent, resolute). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases: gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expressIon. 

Language Standards 6-12 .. 
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former providing 
broad standards. the latter providing additional specificity . 

... . . 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammflr and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Use parallel sttucture.' 
b, Use various types of phrases (noun. verb, adjectival. adverbial. partiCipial, 

prepositional. absolute) and clauses (Independent. dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey speCific meanings and add variety and Interest 
to writing or presentations. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard Engl1sh capitalization, 
pUnctuation. and spelling when writing, 
a. Use a semIcolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more 

closely related independent clauses. 
b, Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how langua.ge functions In 
different contexts, to make effective cho1ces for meaning or style. and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or Ilstenlng. 
a, Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guldel1nes In a style manual 

(e.g .. MLA Handbook, Turabian's Manual for Writers) appropriate for Ihe 
discipline and writing type. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when wrIting or speaking. 
a. APply the understanding that usage Is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and Is sometimes contested. 
b, Resolve Issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g" 

Merrfam-Webster's Dfctlonary of English Usage. Garner's Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation. and spellmg when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 

3. Apply knOWledge of language to understand how language fUnctions In 
different contexts. to make effectIve chOIces for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e,g., Tufte's Artful Sentences) 

for guIdance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 
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4. Determine or clarity the meaning of unknown and multlplewmeaning words and phrases based on grades 9-,0 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e,g .• the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph. or text; a word's position or fUnction in a sentence) as a due to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b, Identlty and correctly use patterns of word changes that Indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze. analySIs. analytical.' advocate. 

advocacy), 
c. consult general and specialized reference materIals (e.g .• dictionaries. glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to Ond the pronunciation of a word or determine or ctarlty Its precise meaning, Its part of speech, or Its 

etymology. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning In context or In a dictionary). 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances In word meanings, 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g" euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 

analyze their role In the text. 
b. Analyze nuances In the meaning of words with similar denotations, 

6. Acquire and USe i1ccurately geneml academic and domain-specific words and phrases. sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate Independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase Important to comprehenSion or expression. 

Language Progressive Skills, by Grade 

4, Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multll::lle-meanlng words and phrases based on grades 11-12 readIng and content, chooSing rrexlbly from a 
range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g" the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or fUnction In a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 
b. Identity and correctly use patterns of word changes that Indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e,g., conceive, conception. conceivable). 
c. Consult general and specfallzed reference materials (e.g., dIctionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunCiation of a word or determine or clarify Its precise meaning, Its part of speech, its 

etymology, or Its standard usage. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g" by checking the Inferred meaning In context or In a dictionary). 

S. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances In word meanings, 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e,g" hyperbole, paradox) In context and annlyze their role In the text. 
b. Analyz:: ~u~~ces In the m_e~~~~ ~f Wo!d~~,.<ith sl~~ar_~eno~~~~()_n.s. 

6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the col/ege and career readiness level; demonstrate Independence In gathering vocabulary knowledge when consIdering a word or phrase Important to comprehensIon or 
expression. 

The following skills, marked with an asterisk (') In Language standards 1-3, are particularly likely to require continued attention In higher grades as they are appned to Increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking. 

. Subsumed by L.7.3a 
• Subsumed by L.9-10ola 
I Subsumed by LlH2.3a 

Standard 

'1"_'1 
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Standard 10: Range, Quality, and Complexity of Student Reading 6-12 

iv1easuring Text Complexity: Three Factors 

Qualitative evaluation of the text: Levels of meaning, structure, language conventionality 
and clarity, and knowledge demands 

Quantitative evaluation of the text: Readability measures and other scores of text com
plexity 

Matching reader to text and task: Reader variables (such as motivation, knowledge, and 
experiences) and task variables (such as purpose and 
the complexity generated by the task assigned and the 
questions posed) 

Note: More detailed Information on text complexity and how it is measured is contained in 
Appendix A. 

Range of Text Types for 6-12 
Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods. 

Literature Informational Text 

Includes the subgenres of 
adventure stories, hIstorical 
fIction, mysteries, myths. 
science fictIon, r!!<llistic fiction, 
allegories, parodies, satire, and 
graphIc novels 

Inctudes one-act and multi-act 
plays, both In wrItten form and 
anfrlm 

Includes the 5ubgenres of 
narrative poems. lyrical poems, 
free Verse poems, sonnets, 
odes, bnllads. and epics 

Indudes the subgenres of exposition, argument. and functional text In 
the form of personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces, essays about 
art or literature, biographies, memoirs, Journalism, and historical, 
sCIentific, technical, or economic accounts (Including digItal sources) 
written for a broad audience 

Texts Illustrating the Complexity, Quality, and Range of Student Reading 6-12 

Note: 

Little Women by LOUisa May Alcott (1869) 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain (1876) 

"The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost (1915) 

The Dark Is RIsing by Susan Cooper (1973) 

Dragonwlngs by Laurence Yep (1975) 

Roll of Thunder. Hear My Cry by Mildred TayJor (1976) 

The Tragedy of Macbeth by WIlliam Shakespeare (1592) 

"Ozymandias" by Percy Bysshe Shelley (1817) 

"The Raven~ by Edgar Allan Poe (1845) 

"The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry (1906) 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (1939) 

Fahrenheit 457 by Ray Bradbury (1953) 

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara (1975) 

"Ode on a Grecian Urn" by John Keats (1820) 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (1848) 

"Because I Could Not Stop for Death" by Emity Dickinson (1890) 

The Great G<Jtsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925) 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (1937) 

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry (1959) 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (2003) 

"Letter on Thomas Jefferson~ by John Adams (1776) 

Narrative of the Ufe of Frederick Douglass, un American Slave by 
Frederick Douglass (1845) 

"Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat: Address to Parliament on May 13th, 
1940" by Winston Churchill (1940) 

Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann 
Petry (1955) 

Travels with Charley: In Search of America by John Steinbeck (1962) 

"Speech to the Second Virginia Conventlon~ by Patrick Henry (1775) 

"Farewell Address" by George Washington (1796) 

"Gettysburg Address" by Abraham Uncoin (1863) 

~State of the Union Address" by Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1941) 

"Letter from Birmingham JalJ" by Martin Luther King, Jr, (1964) 

"Hope, Despair and Memory" by Elle Wiesel (997) 

Common Sense by Thomas Paine (1776) 

Walden by Henry David Thoreau (1854) 

"Society and Solitude" by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1857) 

"The Fallacy of Success" by G, K. Chesterton (1909) 

Black Boy by Richard Wright (1945) 

"Politics and the English language" by George Orwell (1946) 

"Take the Tortillas Out of Your Poetry" by Rudorfo Anaya (1995) 

Given space limitations, the illustrative texts listed above are meant only to show individual titles that are representative of a range of topiCS and genres. 
(See Appendix B for excerpts of these and other texts illustrative of grades 6-12 text complexity. quality, and range.) At a curricular or Instructional level, 
within and across grade levels. texts need to be selected around topics or themes that generate knowledge and allow students to study those topicS or 
themes in depth. 
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STANDARDS FOR 

Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects 

6-12 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 
The grades 6~12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end 
of each grade span. They corr~spond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade~speclffc standards are necessary complements-the former providIng broad standards, the latter 
providing additional specificity-that together deffne the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Key Ideas and Details 

Read ctosely to determIne what the text says explicitly and to make logleal inferences from It: cite speciffc textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals. events. or ideas develop and Interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used In a text. including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings. and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts. Including how specific sentences. paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g .• a 
section. chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole, 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented In diverse formals and media, Indudlng visually and quantitatively, as 
well as In words.' 

B. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, Including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts addresS similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and Informational texts independently and profiCiently. 

'Please see "Research to Build and Present Knowledge~ In Writing for additional standards relevant to galh· 
ering, nssesslng, <'Ind nDPlying Information from print rind digitnl sources. 

Note on range and content 
of student reading 

Reading Is cn'ticaf to building 
knowledge in hlstory/socla/studies 
as well as in science and technical 
subjects. Cotlege and career ready 
reading In these fieldS requires 
an appreCiation of the norms and 
conventions of each discipline. such as 
the kinds of evidence used in history 
and science: an understanding of 
domain-spec/f;c words and phrases; 
an attention to precise details; and 

the capacity to evaluate intricate 
arguments. synthesize complex 
information. and follow detailed 

descffPt/ons of events and concepts. 
In history/social studies, for example, 
students need to be able to analyze, 
evaluate. and differentiate primary 
and secondary sources. When 
reading scientific and technical 
texts, students need to be able to 
gain knowledge from challenging 
texts that often make extensive (lse 
of elaborate diagrams and data to 
convey information and illustrate 
concepts. Students must be <ible to 
read complex Informational texts 
in these fields with independence 
and confidence because the vast 
tniJjority of reading in col/ege and 
workforce training programs will 
be sophisticated nonfiction. It is 
important to note that these Reading 
standards are meant to complement 
the specific content demands of the 
disciplines, not replace them. 

KSBE000865 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 II 
The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for K-5 reading In history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are ir;'ltegrated Into the K-S Reading 
st;lndards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former 
provIding broad standards, the latter providing additional speclflc1ty. 

Cite specfflc textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 

2. Determine the central Ideas or Information of 8 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

3, IdentIfY key steps In a text's descriptron of a 
process related to hlstory/soctal studies (e.g" how 
a bill becomes law, how Interest rates are raised 
or lowered). 

ctte specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, attending 
to such features as the date and origIn of the 
information. 

2. Determine the central Ideas or Information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of how key events or Ideas develop over 
the course of the ted. 

3. Analyze In detail a serIes of events described In 
a text; determine whether earHer events caused 
later ones or sImply preceded them. 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysIs 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
InSights gained from speCific details to an 
understanding of the text as a whole. 

2. Determine the central Ideas or Information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationshIps among 
the key details and Ideas. 

3. Evaluate various explanations for actIons or events 
and determine whIch explanation best accords 
wIth textual evidence, acknowledging where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

'~,~'!~ilIW~~._~~~6~ 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

as they are used In a text, Including vocabulary as they are used In a text, Including vocabulary they are used In a text, Including analyzIng how an 
specific to domains related to hIstOry/socIal describing political, social, or economic aspects of author uses and refines the meanIng of a key term 
stUdies. history/social studies. over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction In Federalist No. 10). 

5. DeScrIbe how a text presents Information (e.g., 
sequentially, comparatively, causaHy). 

6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g~ loaded language, 
InclusIon or aVoidance of particular facts). 

5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasIze 5, Analyze In detail how a complex primary source 
key poInts or advance an explanation or analysis. Is structured, including how key sentences. 

paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
contribute to the whole. 

6. Compare the point of view of two or more 
authors for how they treat the same or sImilar 
topics, Including which details they Include and 
emphasIze In their respective accounts, 

6. Evaluate authors' dIfferIng points of vIew on the 
same historical event or Issue by asseSSing the 
authors' claims, reasoning, and evIdence. 

\~~nf$fr,~(ftt'1lfrf(~f~1l1t_~51;i}~Wi~~[~~.!ti~~~\!"~tB'~~~~~~m~~ 
7. Integrate visual information (e.g .. in charts, 7. Integrate quantitative or technical analys!s (e.g.. 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other charts, research data) with qualitative analysis In InformatIon presented In diverse formats and medIa 
Information In print and digital texts. print or digital text. (e.g., visually. quantitatively, as well as In words) In 

order to address a question or solve a problem. 

8. DistinguIsh among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
Judgment In a text. 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 
evidence In a text support the author's claims. 

8, Evaluate an author's premIses. claims. and evIdence 
by corroborating or challenging them with other 
information. 

9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and 9, Compare and contrast treatments of the same 9. Integrate Information from diverse sources, 
secondary source on the same topiC. topic In several primary and secondary sources. both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among sources. 

~1i •• ~afB1.AmtlIfltr~:&l1T~!_'t:;jl~1IW1n.~J.~~~~~I:~ 
10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend 

hIstory/SOCial studIes texts In the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend 
history/social studIes texts In the grades 9-10 text 
complexity band Independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
history/SOCial studIes texts In the grades l'-CCR text 
complexity band Independently and proficiently, 

Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 II 

Cite specifiC textual evidence to support analysis 
of sclence and technical texts. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclUSions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when 
carrying out eXperiments, taking measurements, 
or performing technical tasks. 

Cite specific textual evIdence to support analysiS 
of science and technical texts, attending to the 
precise details of explanations or descriptions. 

2. Determine the centralldaas or conclusions of a 
text; trace the text's explanatIon or depiction of 
a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; 
provide an accurate summary of the text. 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
science and teChnical texts, attending to important 
distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or 
Inconsistencies In the account. 

2. Determine the central Ideas or conclusions of a 
text: summarize complex concepts, processes, or 
Information presented In a text by paraphrasing 
them In Simpler but stili accurate terms. 

3, Follow precIsely a complex multistep procedure 3. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure 
when carrying out experiments, taking when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, measurements, or performing technical tasks; 
attending to special cases or exceptrons defined analyze the specific results based on explanations 
In the text. In the text. 

-:gi!l~'Ililf~j~~Jf~~jjftlA1i~~1I~1Iil§I'.JI_I':i!t!fi!!~~~~ 
4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, 

and other domain-specific words and phrases as 
they afe used in a specifiC sclentlfic or technical 
context relevant to grades 6-8 texts and topfcs. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, 
and other domaIn-specifiC words and phrases as 
they are used In a speclfic scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 9-10 texts and topics. 

5, Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 5. 
text, including how the major sections contribute 

Analyze the structure of the relationshIps among 
concepts In a text. Including relationships among 
key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, 
energy). 

to the whole and to an understanding of the topic. 

6. Analyze the author's purpose In providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing 
an experiment in a text. 

6. Analyze the author's purpose In providing an 
explanation. describing a procedure, or discussing 
an experiment In a text, defining the qUestion the 
author seeks to address. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and 
other domaIn-specifiC words and phrases as they 
are used In a specific scientific or technical context 
relevant to grades 11-12 texts and topiCS. 

5. Analyze how the text structures Information or 
Ideas Into categories or hierarchIes, demonstrating 
understandIng of the Information or Ideas, 

6. Analyze the author's purpose In providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure. or discussing 
an experiment In a text, Identifying important 
ISsues that remaIn unresolved. 

'];1i.m~~!~[f{~~!iK~i~4J~1rm~~~f~~~iS!i~Wlt1i~Wir~ir~~~lI~~I{tqdf~.iIf:mrl~~~f$~ 
7. Integrate quantitative or technical Information 7. Translate quantitative or technfcallnformation 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

expressed In words in a text with a version of that expressed In words In a text Into visual form informatIon presented In diverse formats and 
information expressed visually (e.g .. In a flowchart, (e,g., a table or chart) and translate information medIa (e.g .• quantitative data. video, multimedIa) In 
dIagram, model, graph, or table). expressed visually or mathematIcally (e.g" In an order to address a question or solve a problem. 

equation) Into words. 

8. Distinguish amOng facts, reasoned judgment 
based on research findings, and speculation in a 
text. 

9. Compare and contrast the information gained 
from experiments. simulations, video. or 
multimedia sources with that gained from reading 
a text on the same topIc. 

S, Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 
evidence In a text support the author's claim 
or a recommendation for solving a sclentific or 
technical problem. 

9. Compare and contrast findIngs presented in a text 
to those from other sources (Including their own 
experiments), noting when the findings support or 
contradict previous explanations or accounts. 

8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and 
conclusions In a science or technical text. verlfylng 
the data when possible and corroborating or 
challenging conclusIons with other sOUrces of 
Information. 

9. SynthesIze Information from a range of sources 
(e.g" texts, experiments, simulations) IOta a 
coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, 
or concept, resolvIng conflicting Information when 
possible. 

·".~~~~irit~~~g)!'Mr(f!['~iSf~f,~fi~q1¥~lr~~~~_r~~WN~J~~f£f:~1{'3f~IE«~~~l~~~~i~~~1t~~wr:tiri}lf~tm1 
10. By the end of grade S, read and comprehend 

scIence/technical texts In the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 10. read and comprehend 
SCience/technical texts In the grades 9-10 text 
complexIty band Independently and prOficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
science/technical texts In the grades l1-CCR text 
complexity band Independently and proficiently, 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end 
of each grade span. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade·speclflc standards are necessary complements-the former provIding broad standards, the latter 
providing additIonal specificity-that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Note on range and content 
of student writing 

For students, writing Is a key means 
of asserting and defending claims, 
showing what they know about a 
subject. and conveying what they 

Text Types and Purposes· have experienced, imagIned, thought. 

WrIte arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and felt. To be college and career 
and sufficient evidence. ready writers, students must take 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex Ideas and Information clearly and accurately task, purpose, and audience into 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. careful consIderation, choosing words, 

3. Write narratives to develop real or Imagined experIences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details 
and well-structured event sequences. 

information. structures. and formats 
deliberately. They need to be able to 
use technology strategically when 
creating, refining. and collaborating on 
writing. They have to become adept Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing In which the development. organlzatfon, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

at gathering Informatfon, evaluating 
sources, and citing material accurately, 
reporting findings from their research 
and analysis of sources in a clear 

5, Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or tryIng a new approach, 

6. Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to Interact and collaborate with others. 
and cogent manner. They must have 
the flexibility, concentration, and 
fluency to produce high-quality first
draft text under a tight deadline 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7, conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. and the capacity to revisit and 

8. Gather releYant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and Integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

make improvements to a piece of 
writing over multiple drafts when 
cIrcumstances encourage or require 

9. Draw evIdence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely OYor extended time frames (time for research. reflf!.ction, and revision) and shorter ttme frames (a 
single SittIng or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

it. To meet these goals, students must 
devolp. sigmficant time and effort to 

wfltmg, producmg numerous pieces 
vI'er short and long time frames 
throughout tile year. 

'These broad types of Writing Include many subgenres. See Appendilc A for definitions of key writing types. 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12 • 
The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for K-S writing In history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are Integrated Into the K-S Writing 
standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work In tandem to define college and career readiness expectations-the former 
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Grades 6-8 students: Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students: 

write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
a, Introduce clalm(s) about a topiC or Issue. 

acknowledge and distinguIsh the clalm(S) from 
alternate or oppOSing claims, and organIze the 
reasons and evidence logically, 

b. Support claim(S) With logIcal reasoning and 
relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
clalm(s), counterclaims, reasons. and eVidence, 

d. Establish and maintaIn a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that fonows from and supports the argument 
presented, 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
a. Introduce precise clalm(s), distinguish the 

clalm(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that establfshes 
dear relationships among the clalm(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence, 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, 
supplying data and evIdence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations 
of both clalm(s) and counterclaims In a 
diSCipline-appropriate form and in a manner 
that anticipates the audience's knowledge 
level and concerns, 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between clalm(s) 
and reasons. between reasons and eVIdence, 
and between clalm(s) and counterclaims. 

d. EstablJsh and maintain a formal style and 
objectIve tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the diScipline In which they 
are writing. 

e, Provide a concluding statement or sect/on 
that follows from or supports the argument 
presented, 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable clalm(s), 

establish the significance of the clalm(S), 
dIstinguish the clalm(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization 
that logically sequences the claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop clalm(s) and counterclaIms fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data 
and evidence for each while pOinting out the 
strengths and limitations of both clalm(s) nnd 
counterclaims In a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the audIence's knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

c, Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varIed syntax to Unk the major sections of 
the text, create cohesIon, and clarify the 
relationships between clalm(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and eVidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and 
obJective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline In which they 
are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from or supports the argument 
presented. 

KSBE000869 

KSBE000870 



<!J 
Z 
E 
0: 

" 8 
w 
(;l 
:::> 
U) 

j 
z 
~ 
f
Cl 

~ 
uj 

~ 
w 
o 
U) 

,ri 
w o 
:::> 
in 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12 • 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, Including 
the narration of historical events, sdentifle 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
a. Introduce a topic c\early, previewing what 

Is to follow; organize Ideas, concepts, and 
Information into broader categories as 
appropriate to achieving purpose; Include 
formatting (e.g., headingS), graphics (e,g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well·chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete details. quotations. 
or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to 
create cohesion and clarifY the relationships 
among Ideas and concepts. 

d, Use precise language and domaln~spec1f1c 
vocabulary to Inform about or explain the 
topic, 

e, Establish and maintaIn a formal style and 
obJectlve tone, 

f, Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the Information or 
explanation presented, 

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 
requirement) 

2, Write Informative/explanatory texts, Including 
the narration of historical events, scIentIfIc 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes, 
a, Introduce a topiC and organize Ideas, 

concepts, and Information to make Important 
connectIons and distinctions; Include 
formattrng (e.g" headings), graphics (e,g., 
figures, tables), and multImedia when useful to 
aidIng comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with welJ.chosen. relevant. 
and sumclent facts, extended definllJons, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
Information and examples appropriate to the 
audlence's knowledge of the topiC. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures 
to link the major sectIons of the text, create 
coheSion, and clarify the relationships among 
Ideas and concepts. 

d. Use preclse language and domaln~specjfic 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic and convey a style- appropriate to 
the discipline and context as well as to the 
expertise of likely readers. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline In which they 
are writing. 

t, Provide- a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the information 
or e>:planatlon presented (e.g., articulating 
Implications or the significance of the tople). 

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 
requirement> 

2. Write Informative/explanatory texts. Including 
the narration of historical events. scientific 
procedures/ experiments. or technleal processes. 
a. Introduce a topic and organize complex Ideas, 

concepts. and Information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes It to 
create a unIfied whole; Include formattlng 
(e.g" headingS), graphics (e,g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 
most signIficant and relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, Quotations, or 
other Information and examples appropriate to 
the audience'S knowledge of the topIc. 

c, Use varied tranSitions and sentence structures 
to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesIon, and clarify the relationships among 
complex Ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity 
of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance 
In a style that responds to the discipline and 
conte>:t as well as to the expertise of Ilkely 
readers. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that foHows from and supports the Information 
or explanatIon provided (e.g., artIculating 
ImplicatIons or the significance of the topic). 

3, (See note; not applicable as a separate 
requIrement) 

;i Note: Students' narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require thtlt students be able to Incorporate narrative elements effectively Into 
o arguments and Informative/explanatory texts, In history/social studies, students must be able to Incorporate narrative accounts Into their analyses of 
o individuals or events of historical import. In science and technical subjects, students must be able to write precise enough descriptions of the step-by-step 
~ procedUres they use In their InVestigations or technical work that others can replicate them and (Possibly) reach the same- results. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12 

4, Produce clear and coherent writing [n which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task. purpose. and audience. 

5, With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revisIng, editing, rewriting. or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet, to prodUce 
and publfsh wrlttng and present the relationships 
between Information and Ideas clearly and 
eHiclently. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing In which 
the development, organIzation, and style are 
appropriate to task, pUrpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, reVising, edltfng, reWriting, or tryIng 
a new approach, focusing on addressing what 
[s most Significant for a spaclflc purpose and 
audience, 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet, to produce, 
publish. and update IndivIdual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology'S 
capacity to link to other information and to display 
Information flexibly and dynamically. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing In which 
the development, organlzatlon, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. -. -~- --- ._-----

5, Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
plannIng, revising. edltfng, rewriting, or trying 
a new apProach, focusing on addressing what 
is most s[gnlflcant for a speclnc purpose and 
audIence. 

6. Use technology, Including the Internet, to produce, 
pubtlsh, and update Individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongOing feedback, 
Including new arguments or Information. 

~~miD.H1W.JlI!lenI~mJ}!w;[~I~~j~lr.:lllI~~Vl~~.~ilrl}'~flit~JjrI~~I~ 
7. Conduct short research proJects to answer a 

question (Including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

B. Gather relevant Information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others While aVOiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a Question (Including a self
generated Question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the Inquiry when approprIate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under Investigation. 

8. Gather relevant Information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital Sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source In answering the 
research question; Integrate Information Into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of Ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustaIned research 
projects to answer a question (including a self· 
generated Question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the Inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject. demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under Investigation. 

B. Gather relevant Information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source In terms 
of the speCIfic task, purpose, and audience; 
Integrate Information Into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of Ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overrelianCe on anyone source and following a 
standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support 9. Draw evidence from Informational texts to support 9. Draw evidence from Informational texts to support 
analysis reflection, and research. analysis, reflection, and researCh. analysis, reflection, and research. 

pJ;Mm~Wmliri~~~l[ti~11~~f~~fJf_B~11g~~vJNliifi1foc~~~~m~1ii~1M~IDIf~~~ 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (tIme 10. Write routlne[y over extended time frames (time 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for reflection and revision) and shorter time for reflection and revision) and shorter time for reflecUon and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a Single sitting or a day or two) for a frames (a Single Sitting or a day or two) for a frames (a slng/e sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of diScipline-specific tasks, purposes, and range of disclpllne·speclfic tasks, purposes, and ranga of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. audiences. audiences. 
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